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The City of Murrieta r ognize the need for apr active state and federal legislative program to 
en. ure that the intere ·ts fits residents and businesses are protected and/or enhanced. 

BACKGROUND 
Each year, there are a hundreds of bills introduced into the tat Legi lature and . . C ngre . 
that directly impacts the perations of the City of Murrieta. Often, the ity nc ds to take a 
p ition on a particular piece of legi ·ration that will have a negative or positive impact on the 

ity. Past practic s in providing City ouncil with an annuallegi Jative agenda for State and 
FederallegL Jation has been limited to an annual report provided by staff in January each year, 
with the Ia. t report being presented in January 2004. ln addition, the ity currently utiliz;es two 
lobbyi. t to advocate n the City's behalf, one in acram nto for ·tat is ·ue ' , and one in 
Washington D. . for federal issues. 

ln April 2008. the ily Council discussed and provided dir ction to staff to establish a proactive, 
comprehensive lobbying program. taff responded with the 2008 Legislative Platform, an all-

ncompas ing policy statement identifying i · ues that . ignificantly impa t the ity of Murrieta, 
including . u h area as I cal government finance, law enforcement, land u · planning, resour e 
conservation, and labor relations. The Platform . upp rt legislation Lhal consistently advocates 
home rule, stronger law enforcement and reduced regulation on local agencies. The Platform 
opposes legi Jation that would reduce ity autonomy or imposes greater restrictions r 
requirement on local governments, uch us unfunded mandates. 

Through the adoption of the 2008 Legislative Platform, staff will be able to respond in a timely 
manner to pending legi lation and have the ity's position considered during hearings. taff will 
utilize the Platform as a guiding policy when reviewing and analyzing bills introduced in the 
State gi ·Jatur and the U .. Congress that have a p tcnlial impact n th ity's interests. 
When sjgnificant legi lation is identified, . taff will provide the City Council with a brief 
summary of legi . lation during the ity Manager's Adminislrative Update period of ity ouocil. 

It will beth rc ·ponsibility ofthe City Manag r's Offic to interact with our tate ~u1d Federal 
lobbyi. t. and legi. Jatar. to keep current with n w and upcoming legi lation. 
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POLICY 
ll shall be the policy orthc it.y or Murrieta to proactively monitor and advocat for legislation 
as directed by the City ouncil's annual LegL lative Platform. 

The City' · legislative process involves interaction with our federal ,. tale and I al g vernment 
entities and utilizes th three P - Platform, Protocol and Program. Th 1-. thr c P's may b st b 
defined as follows: 

• Platform - The declared p licics of the Murrieta ily Council for the federal, state and 
local p litical processes. 

• Protocol - The plan or cour ·e of acti n that the Murrieta City Council wants to engage in 
order to influence and determine decisions at th federal, state and local level. . 

• Program - The specific resource the Murrieta City Council is willing to ommitto 
accomplish its legislative goals. 

Legislative Platform 
The 2008 Legislative Platform is attached. 

Legislative Protocol 
A legislative workgroup shall be formed consi ting of a de ·ignated represemative of the ity 
Manager and two members of Council. The dulie of the workgroup arc tore iew and revise 
th Legislative Platform on an annual basis (in conjunction with the ity's lobhyisls), to develop 
a long-term -;trategy to ·eek federal and state appropriation. /earmarks, and to provide explicit 
direction co, and evaluation of, the state and federallobbyi ' I . When nee ssury, the workgroup 
will also review all Requests for Proposals for the services of City lobbyi. t. The workgroup will 
hold meetings with tate and fed ral representatives and be available, if necessary, to travel in 
order to advocate for a ity position, as discussed under Legi. Jative Program. 

The ity Manager' s Oflice shall exercise day-to-clay oversight over legislative matters once the 
Legislative Platform is approved by the ity ouncil. Staff will utilize the Legi. lative Platform 
a a guiding policy when reviewing and analyzing bills introduced in the tate L gisluture and 
the U . . Congr ss that have a potential impact on the ity's interests. gislative bills will be 
monitored n u regular basi , and when significantlegislati n is identified, staff will provide the 

ity Council with a brief summary of legislation during the City Manager 's Admini. trative 
Update period of ity ouncil. Simultaneously. staff will evaluate and recommend an action to 
be taken by th ity Counci I. Such positions include: 

Support - Legislation the City should support a. drafled. 
Oppose - Lcgi ·tation the City should oppose as drafted . 
Oppose until amended - Legi ·lation the ity should oppos unlc s amended in 

such a way a~ to avoid impacting th ity unfavorably. 
Watch - egi ·Jation the City should continue to monitor for further a tivity. 



For the positions of Support, Oppose. and Oppose until amended, the ity Manger's Office will 
initiate letters, contact legi. lative .taff and/or ~peak on behalf of the ity regarding legi lation. 
Unless urgent in nature (requires full execution of signature~ within 24 hours), letter~ of 
support/oppo. ition shall be ~igned by the Mayor. ln cases of urgent nature, the City Manager ha. 
authority to sign letters. In all case where a letter is written, the City's lobbyist . hall receive a 
copy. 

At the end of the legislative se ·sion, staff shall provide a complete wrHten report summarizing 
activity related to the City's Legislative Program to the ity CounciL 

Lobbyists 
One of the duties of the ity' · lobbyi ·ts is to advocate on behalf of the ity to legislators and 
administrations. The lobbyist serve as a presence in both Sacramento and Washington D.C. On 
an occasional basis, the City Council . hall address, through a discu sion item on an agenda, to 
what extent th need exist. for the tate and federal Jobbyi · t~ and to what level of commitment. 
In addition, the ity ouncil, thr ugh direction of the legislative workgr up, should provide 
regular update. and evaluation of the City' lobbyist.. 

]n the future both the federal and state lobbyists sh uld he required to pre ·ent to lhe City 
Council a minimum of once per year on legislative activity and precisely what action the 
lobbyists took on the City's behalf. The City will also be interested in the lobbyist's profe. si nal 
opinion of future trends in politics and the legislative proce . . 

LegisJative Program 
As the ity evolves into a legislatively active entity, more resources will need to be ommitt d 
for cffcctivene . Currently, the extent of the ity's commitment is to retain tw ., parate 
lobbyist~ for rhe purpo~es of advocating on the City's behalf. In addition, some members of ity 
Council occasionally attend the annual League of Cities conferences. 

A Legislative Program, at a minimum, should provide a commitment of regular meetings 
between the legislative workgroup and urea elected official · at their district offices to discuss 
up oming or pending legi Jation that has an impact on the City. These m etings are ncce · ·ary to 
c. tablish the most cfl'ici nt und ffcctive relationships between the ity and legislators. 

In the future, the Jegislarive workgroup should c nsidcr a commitment of funds ~ r: 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Travel to Washington D.C. , a necessary, ~ reach memb r of the Legislative Committe 
to meet with legislators and their· staff and th federal lobbyi t. 

Travel to acramento as necessary, for each member of the Legi. lative ommillec to 
Sacramento to meet with state legislators and their staff and the ·talc lobbyist. 
Annual conference cost for lhe national League of ities event. 
On-call trips to testify befor committees or commissions . 
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Future Requests for Proposals and Agreement ' with lobbyists should also include a requirement 
to travel to the ity of Murrieta for an annual formal presentation before the City Council 

HISTORY 
Adopted 

RICK GIBBS 
Mayor 

Polk y IOU-




