☒ City Council
☐ Redevelopment Successor Agency
☐ Community Services District
☐ Fire District
☐ Library Board
☐ Financing Authority
☐ Housing Authority

City Council Meeting Agenda Report

Subject:

Redistricting - Live Map Drawing

Date:

October 28, 2021

Prepared by:

Kimberly Ramirez, Interim Assistant City Clerk

Reviewed by:

Cristal McDonald, City Clerk

Approved by:

Kim Summers, City Manager

RECOMMENDATION
1) Conduct public hearing at a time certain of 4:45 p.m., to include a live map drawing session with
the City’s redistricting consultants; and
2) Provide direction to Q2 Data & Research on development of draft map(s) to be considered and
posted for public review.
PRIOR ACTION/VOTE
On August 1, 2017, City Council adopted Ordinance No. 522-17 changing the City from an at large
voting system to by-district.1
On March 5, 2021, the City Clerk provided a redistricting update at the City Council Workshop. (Nonaction item)
On June 15, 2021, City Council voted unanimously to approve a contract with Q2 Data and
Research to provide redistricting services, including census data analysis, draft map drawings,
and interactive web tools. (5-0)
At the September 21, 2021, City Council meeting, the City Clerk provided an Administrative
Update regarding redistricting and answered questions. (Non-action item)
On September 25, 2021, the City Clerk in conjunction with Q2 Data & Research held a community
workshop at the Murrieta Youth Center informing the community about the redistricting process.2
On October 19, 2021, the first public hearing of the redistricting process was held to receive public
testimony regarding communities of interest. (Non-action item)

Ayes: Lane, Long, Gibbs; Noes: Ingram; Absent: Seyarto
The body may have staff or a consultant conduct 1 or more public workshops in lieu of holding one of the public hearings.
California Elections Code §21607.1(e)
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CITY COUNCIL GOAL
Maintain a high performing organization that values fiscal sustainability, transparency, accountability,
and organizational efficiency
BACKGROUND
By-District Representation (Districts 1-5)
On August 1, 2017, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 522-17 (Attachment No. 1) establishing bydistrict elections in five single-member electoral districts in the city, and adopted the map describing the
boundaries and identifying the number of the five City Council Districts. Ordinance No. 522-17 outlined
the process by which the by-district election system was phased in over two election cycles, beginning
at the general municipal election held in November 2018 for electoral districts 1, 2, and 5 with full
implementation at the general municipal election in November 2020 for electoral districts 3, and 4. As a
result of the City being by-district, following each decennial U.S. census, the law requires districts must
be reevaluated to ensure that each is substantially equal in population.
The Fair and Inclusive Redistricting for Municipalities and Political Subdivisions Act (FAIR MAPS
Act)
The FAIR MAPS Act which was enacted in 2019, provides the process and the criteria of how the
boundaries are evaluated and adjusted, if applicable. It also requires the governing body to take specified
steps to encourage the residents of the local jurisdiction to participate in the redistricting process (AB
849).
The process includes at least four public hearings before adoption of the new district boundaries, a
designated website, noticing requirements, ensuring public access, and public input.
The criteria provided by the FAIR MAPS Act are ranked in order of priority, to the extent practicable:
Criterion No. 1 Compliance with the U.S. and CA Constitutions
Criterion No. 2 Compliance with Federal Voting Rights Act
Criterion No. 3 Contiguity
Criterion No. 4 Respect for local neighborhoods and Communities of Interest
Criterion No. 5 Boundaries should be easily identifiable and understandable by residents
Criterion No. 6 Compactness
Criterion No. 7 Do not favor or discriminate against political parties
Public Meetings & Outreach
In an effort to encourage resident participation, the City has provided updates and information to the
community as follows:
• March 5, 2021: A redistricting update at the City Council Workshop;
• September 8, 2021: A Redistricting update to The Colony at a Town Hall;
• September 13, 27, 28, 2021: Reached out to various communities via phone and email to seek
input;
• September 25, 2021: Hosted a Public Workshop with Q2 Data & Research3;
The body may have staff or a consultant conduct 1 or more public workshops in lieu of holding one of the public hearings.
California Elections Code §21607.1(e)
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•
•
•

October 8, 2021: Mailed out flyers to various neighborhoods regarding the public hearing with
ways to participate;
October 14, 2021: Released an informational video about the redistricting process, specific to
Communities of Interest, via the City’s website and social media; and
October 19, 2021: Held the first public hearing of the redistricting process specific to communities
of interest testimony.

Public Hearing: Communities of Interest Testimony
On October 19, 2021, the City Council held the first public hearing of the redistricting process. This
hearing included receiving public testimonies from Communities of Interests. In order to promote public
participation, the City Clerk provided noticing in both English and Spanish, offered live Spanish
translation, and conducted the hearing as a hybrid meeting (in person and via Zoom).
Public comments received during the hearing, were not specific to district based Communities of Interest.
Communities of Interest forms, which were made available during the meeting and on the City’s website,
are due October 27, 2021, to be considered in the first draft map(s). As of October 26, 2021, no forms
have been received by the City Clerk. The City’s redistricting consultant, Q2 Data and Research, led the
public hearing, where the City Council and community were provided information on access tools, and
next steps which will include map visualizations and live map drawing.
Public Hearing: Live Map Drawing
The purpose of Public Hearing No. 2, will provide an opportunity for City Council and the community to
provide live input on possible draft maps. Q2 Data and Research will provide visualization maps to
provide a foundation for potential district boundaries that meet the above mentioned criteria. During the
Live Map Drawing session, Q2 Data and Research will lead an interactive discussion where the City
Council are able to comment and provide direction on possible draft map(s). The resulting draft map(s)
will be posted on the City’s webpage following the hearing and be made available for public inspection at
City Hall by November 1, 2021.
Independently, community members have the opportunity to submit their own draft map(s) to the City
Council for consideration and discussion. The online tool is available on the Clerk’s Redistricting webpage
www.murrietaca.gov/redistricting.

FISCAL IMPACT
Redistricting expenditures were budgeted in account no. 1102400-63520 during the FY 21/22 budget
adoption.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Ordinance No. 522-17
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