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Section 4: Housing Plan
The Housing Plan describes the City of Murrieta’s 2021‐2029 Housing Element policy program. The
Housing Plan describes specific policies and program actions to assist City decision‐makers in achieving
the City’s overall housing goals. This Plan identifies goals, policies, and program actions addressing future
housing opportunities, removal of governmental constraints to affordable housing, improving the
condition of existing housing, and providing equal housing opportunities for all residents. The City’s overall
housing goal is to encourage a diverse, sustainable, and balanced community by implementing strategies
and programs that support preserve and enhance the special character of Murrieta.

A. Regional Housing Needs Assessment
The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) has conducted a Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) to determine the City’s share of housing needs. The RHNA quantifies Murrieta’s local
share of housing needs by income category. The income categories are based on the most current Median
Family Income (MFI) for Riverside County. The City’s 2021‐2029 RHNA is as follows:


1,009 units ‐ Very low income (0‐50% County MFI)



584 units ‐ Low income (51‐80% of County MFI)



545 units ‐ Moderate income (81‐120% of County MFI)



906 units ‐ Above moderate income (120% or more of County MFI)



3,043 units – Total Housing Units

B. City of Murrieta Housing Goals
The City of Murrieta has identified the following five overall housing goals for Housing:
Housing Goal #1: Adequate housing opportunities throughout the City of Murrieta.
Housing Goal #2: Conserve and enhance the quality of existing housing and residential neighborhoods.
Housing Goal #3: Minimize the impact of governmental constraints on housing production and
affordability.
Housing Goal #4: Promote equal housing opportunity for all residents.
Housing Goal #5: Provision of adequate sites to accommodate community housing needs.
The goals listed above are described below and on following pages with accompanying policies and
programs to achieve them.
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C. Housing Policies and Program Actions
This Housing Element establishes policies and program actions, in support of overall housing goals. The
following policies and program actions are based on a review of prior housing policies, analysis of current
constraints and resources, and input from Murrieta residents and stakeholders.

Housing Goal #1: Adequate housing opportunities throughout
the City of Murrieta.
Murrieta strives for a balanced community, with housing units available for all income segments of its
residents. Murrieta envisions a future with the provision of adequate housing that continues to meet the
needs of its residents, including renter and owner‐occupied households.
Policy 1.1: Provide a range of residential development types in Murrieta, including low density single‐
family homes, moderate density townhomes, higher density multifamily units, and residential/
commercial mixed use in order to address the City’s share of regional housing needs.
Policy 1.2: Encourage the development of affordable housing in the City through use of financial and/or
regulatory incentives.
Policy 1.3: Encourage development of senior and low‐income housing through use of financial and/or
regulatory incentives.
Policy 1.4: Encourage development of a variety of housing types to accommodate all households.
Policy 1.5: Encourage lot consolidation and the development of large sites to produce housing, specifically
affordable housing.

Implementing Actions
Policy Action 1-1 : Affordable Housing Opportunities
The City will support actions, through use of development agreements, expedited development review,
and expedited processing of permits, to encourage expedient construction and occupancy for projects for
extremely low, low,er‐ and moderate‐income housing. The City will implement this program as affordable
housing projects are submitted to the City. The City will also continue to provide information on
development opportunities to interested developers online, at City Hall and in other public places. The
City will continue with the disposition process (started in the previous cycle) of the City’s Housing
Authority properties which is to provide funding and assistance to develop an affordable housing project
in the City. Specific actions of this program include:


Use of development agreements and deed restriction



Expedited development review and processing of permits for low ‐Income units



Provide information on development opportunities to interested developers online, at City Hall
and in other public places.
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Timeframe: OngoingInitiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing Element, Review program
Aannually for adequacy and progress
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Housing Authority
Funding Source: General Fund, Housing Authority Funds

Policy Action 1-2: Residential Opportunities Land Use Database
Throughout the City of Murrieta there are a number of vacant parcels that provide opportunities for the
development of affordable and market rate housing Murrieta will maintain, a comprehensive land use
database identifying parcels and/or structures suitable for residential development and/or
redevelopment. This will assist the City to direct affordable housing developers to areas in the City with
the appropriate zoning and acreage to develop affordable housing. The City will monitor the database and
promote the information to developers at City Hall and on the City’s webpage.
Timeframe: OngoingUpdate database with 6 months of adoption, Review database aAnnually for
consistency and adequacy
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Source: General Fund

Policy Action 1-3: Lot Consolidation Program
The City of Murrieta will encourage developers to utilize the city’s existing lot consolidation program,
through incentives, where smaller parcels exist to achieve more efficient building design and produce
increased opportunity for affordable housing. To promote lot consolidation for the development of
affordable housing, the City will also promote the program at City Hall, on its website and will evaluate
requests on a case by case basis in the housing cycle.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing ElementOngoing, Annual
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Source: General Fund

Policy Action 1-4: Large Residential Opportunity Sites Program
The City will establish a program to encourage the development of larger existing sites/parcels for the
development of housing, specifically housing that is affordable to lower income households.
The program will development methods to distribute information to potential developers and evaluate
the feasibility of offering incentives and other appropriate regulatory mechanisms to further encourage
development of these opportunity sites.
The City will also provide program information at City Hall, on its website and will evaluate requests on a
case by case basis during the housing cycle.
Timeframe: Develop program within 24 months of Housing Element adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Source: General Fund
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Policy Action 1-5: List of Pre-Approved Development Incentives
The City will develop a pre‐approved list of incentives and qualifications for such incentives to promote
the development of affordable housing. Such incentives may include waiver of fees or modification to
development standards (e.g., setbacks, lot coverage, etc.).
Timeframe: Evaluate program features within 24 months, Adopt procedures within 36 months of
Housing Element adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 1-6: Supportive Housing / Low Barrier Navigation Centers
State law has been updated to require approval 'by right' of supportive housing with up to 50 units and low
barrier navigation centers that meet certain requirements. Low barrier navigation centers are generally
defined as service‐enriched shelters focused on the transition of persons into permanent housing. The City
will update the Development Code to include provisions for supportive housing, in compliance with State
regulation (SB 48). In the interim, any submitted application for this use type will be processed in
accordance with State law.
Low barrier navigation centers provide temporary living facilities to persons experiencing homelessness
from income, public benefits, health services, shelter, and housing. To comply with State law, The City of
Murrieta will update the Development Code to adopt policies, procedures, and regulations for processing
this type of use as to establish a non‐discretionary local permit approval process that must be provided to
accommodate supportive housing and lower barrier navigation centers per State law. In the interim, any
submitted application for this use type will be processed in accordance with State law.
The City will also provide for annual monitoring of the effectiveness and appropriateness of existing
adopted policies. Should any amendments be warranted to existing policies pursuant to State law, the City
will modify its existing policies, as appropriate.
Timeframe: Evaluate program features within 1824 months, Adopt procedures within 2436 months of
Housing Element adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 1-7: Farmworker and Employee Housing Act Compliance
The City of Murrieta will update Title 16, the Development Code of the Murrieta Municipal Code to comply
with provisions for farmworker housing in compliance with the Employee Housing Act (Sections 17000‐
17062.5 of the California Health and Safety Code).
Timeframe: Complete Code Amendments within 24 months of Housing Element adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund
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Policy Action 1-8: P Allow By Right Development for Projects that Propose 20
Percent Affordable Unitsrovide Adequate Sites for Lower Income Households on
Non-vacant Sites Identified in the previous 5th Cycle Housing Element
The City of Murrieta will adopt Amendments to the Development Code to allow developments by right,
pursuant to Government Code section 65583.2(i) when 20 percent or more of the units proposed are
affordable to lower income households, on nonvacant sites, (shown in Table B‐8,) that were previously
identified in the 5th Cycle Housing Element to accommodate the lower income RHNA in the Transit
Oriented Development Area (TOD) consistent with the City’s planned Multi‐Family Design Guidelines.
Additionally, to further support lower income housing in the TOD area, the City shall apply the adopted
provisions to all sites identified within the TOD overlay.
Timeframe: Adopt Code Amendments within 36 months of Housing Element adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 1-9: Allow By Right Development for Projects that Propose 20
Percent Affordable Units in the Transit Oriented Overlay District
The City of Murrieta will adopt Amendments to the Development Code to allow developments by right,
when 20 percent or more of the units proposed are affordable to lower income households, on sites
identified in the Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Overlay Zone, shown in Table B‐8, to accommodate
the lower income RHNA in the TOD zone consistent with the City’s planned Multi‐Family Design
Guidelines.
Timeframe: Adopt Code Amendments within 36 months of Housing Element adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 1-9: Amend the City’s Zoning for Complianecce with State Law
The City of Murrieta will review and make appropriate amendments to the Development Code for the
following:


Update the development to allow for Manufactured and Mobile homes as a by‐right use in all
residential zones.



Update the review and amend the development code as appropriate to address the minimum
lot size required for Multi‐family residential developments, specifically, the minimum lot
provisions in Multi‐Family zones, such as MF‐1, MF‐2, and MF‐3.



Review and revise Title 16.73.050 “Findings and Decision” to revise the following findings for
reasonable accommodations to remove subjective language and mnitigate the constraint of
development for accessible housing:
o

Specifically, the City will review and revise Finding 5, which states “The
requested reasonable accommodation would not adversely impact surrounding properties
or uses” to specify objective requirements related to building and safety standards.
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Timeframe: Adopt Code Amendments within 18 months of Housing Element adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Housing Goal #2: Conserve and enhance the quality of existing
housing and residential neighborhoods.
Maintenance and preservation of the existing housing stock in Murrieta is crucial to ensure quality
neighborhoods and a variety of housing opportunity. Through code enforcement, neighborhood, and
home improvement programs, the City seeks to maintain the condition of existing housing units.
Policy 2.1: Promote revitalization and rehabilitation of existing residential dwellings.
Policy 2.2: Assist in the preservation of all units “at‐risk” of converting from affordable housing to
market rate.
Policy 2.3: Encourage and promote energy efficient design in existing and future residential units and
promote sustainability upgrades in existing and proposed residential complexes.
Policy 2.4: Encourage property owners to maintain and make improvements to their properties by
taking advantage of programs offered by the City and County.
Policy 2.5: Encourage mixed‐use and transit, bicycle, and pedestrian‐oriented development that
supports and contributes to a healthy and well‐balanced community.

Implementing Actions
Policy Action 2-1: Code Enforcement for Residential Properties
Properly maintained, safe and sustainable housing supports a household’s ability to age in place and
promotes high quality housing options for future homebuyers. The City of Murrieta is committed to
monitoring the safety and quality of existing housing through its Code Enforcement department. Potential
code violations are identified by complaints reported to the City and are addressed by the enforcement
staff when appropriate. If a property requires significant repairs or maintenance, code enforcement
officials will inform property owners of available assistance, such as rehabilitation loans or grants available
to address such issues. The City will continue to maintain the quality of the existing housing stock by
addressing code violations as they are reported.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing ElementOngoing, Ongoing throughout
6th Cycle
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Code Enforcement
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 2-2: Monitoring of Existing Affordable Units
The City of Murrieta currently has five affordable housing complexes consisting of three rental and two
ownership developments. These five projects contain 245 deed‐restricted units that do not, 40 of which
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will expire within the next ten years and the remaining which do not expire until after the year 2050. The
City will monitor these affordable units to ensure that housing costs are consistent with levels appropriate
for the identified income category. The City has posted an AB 987 Affordable Housing Database on its
website and will continue to track affordable housing units citywide through the annual certification
process. In addition, as additional affordable units are developed, these properties will be added to the
table and will be monitored annually to ensure they meet affordability requirements.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing ElementOngoing, Annual review
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Housing Authority
Funding Sources: General Fund, Housing Authority Funds

Policy Action 2-3: Incentives for Preserving Affordability Covenants
The City has determined that no units are currently at risk of converting to market‐rate during the Housing
Element planning period. Should this change and existing affordable units become at‐risk of converting
to market‐rate, the City will contact the owners of these properties to address preservation opportunities
such as extending affordability covenants, sale/purchasing these developments, non‐profit housing
organizations assistance, and applying for financial assistance to preserve these affordable units.
Additionally, the City will continue to investigate new funding opportunities and administer funds to
support the preservation of affordable units, as funds become available. If, and when a permanent funding
source is identified, the City will provide information at City Hall, on the website and in other public places
to increase awareness in the housing cycle.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing ElementOngoing, Annual
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Housing Authority
Funding Sources: General Fund, Housing Authority Funds

Policy Action 2-4: Section 8 Participation
The City shall maintain information on the City’s website and prepare written communication for tenants
and other interested parties about Section 8 housing opportunities funded by the County and assist
tenants and prospective tenants to acquire additional understanding of housing law and related policy
issues.
The City will monitor the Section 8 waiting list and housing opportunities managed through the County to
ensure information provided on the City website is up to date. As the Section 8 waiting list is opened,
promote the availability of the program through marketing materials made available to the public. Specific
Actions of this program include:




Provide up to date information on the City’s webpage and review bi‐annually for consistency with
available funding/programs/assistance
Continued coordination with the County to administer Section 8 vouchers
Colloborate with County of RiversdieRiverside to hHost a minimum of 1 workshops or office hours
scheduled to discuss section 8 opportunities and application processes.
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Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing Element Ongoing, Annually
throughout the 2021‐2029 Cycle
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Housing Authority
Funding Sources: General Fund, Housing Authority Funds

Policy Action 2-5: Residential Development in the TOD Overlay District
The City of Murrieta has the Transit Oriented Development Overlay District (TOD) near the downtown
Murrieta area. The TOD overlay encourages the development of residential units near essential retail and
within well connected existing and planned transit areas. The City will continue to work with developers
to encourage and improve feasibility of residential developments alongside office and commercial in the
TOD. Specifically, when available and necessary the City will utilize waivers and regulatory incentives to
encourage the development of units affordable to low and very low‐income households in the TOD.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing ElementOngoing, Project by project
basis
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund/ Community Development Block Grant

Policy Action 2-6: Energy Efficient Design
The City will review adopted ordinances and recommend changes as necessary to encourage energy
efficient housing design and practices that are consistent with state regulations. The City will periodically
distribute literature or post information on their website regarding energy conservation, including solar
power, energy efficient insulation, and subsidies available from utility companies, and encourage
homeowners and landlords to incorporate these features into construction and remodeling projects. The
City will continue to encourage affordable housing developments which receive City assistance from
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds or from the City’s Affordable Housing Fund to include
installation of energy efficient appliances and devices that will contribute to reduced housing costs for
future occupants of the units. The City will continue to implement the program as housing projects are
awarded funds from the City in the housing cycle.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing Element, throughught the 6th
CycleOngoing
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Building & Safety
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 2-7: Riverside County Partnership Program
The City will work with the Riverside County Economic Development Agency to promote local awareness
of the following County sponsored programs:


Home Repair Program,



Senior Home Repair Program,
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Home Weatherization Program,



First‐time Home Buyer Down Payment Assistance Program, and



Mortgage Credit Certificate Program.

While the City does not have direct control over how these programs and funding are administered, it will
continue to disseminate information in a variety of formats. The City shall seek to increase resident
awareness about housing programs offered by the County by providing information at City Hall and on
City's website.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing Element, throughught the 6th
CycleOngoing
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Riverside County
Funding Sources: General Fund

Housing Goal #3: Minimize the impact of governmental
constraints on housing production and affordability.
The City acknowledges that governmental constraints, including but not limited to fees and exactions,
permit processing timelines, development standards and land use requirements, may impact the
development of housing in the City. Particularly, these constraints may impact future development of
housing affordable to lower income households. The City aims to provide programs which will reduce
potential impact of governmental constrains on housing production in Murrieta.
Policy 3.1: Increase opportunity for developer incentives, such as a density bonus or flexibility in
development standards, to facilitate the development of quality housing that is affordable to lower and
moderate‐income households.
Policy 3.2: Periodically review and revise the City’s development standards, if necessary, to facilitate
quality housing that is affordable to all income levels.
Policy 3.3: When feasible, consider reducing, subsidizing, or deferring development fees and offering
faster permitting time periods to facilitate the provision of affordable housing.
Policy 3.4: Support innovative public, private and non‐profit partnership efforts for the development of
affordable housing.
Policy 3.5: Encourage the development of rental units with three or more bedrooms to provide
affordable housing for large families.

Implementing Actions
Policy Action 3-1: Density Bonus Ordinance
The City of Murrieta will update its Density Bonus Ordinance to be consistent with State Law, as amended.
Additionally, the City shall either grant a density bonus as required by state law if requested when
consistent with state law, or provide other incentives of equivalent financial value when a residential
developer agrees to construct housing for persons and families of very low, low, and moderate income
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above mandated requirements. The City will continue to implement provisions of Chapter 16.20, as
amended (Density Bonus) of the Development Code as housing projects are submitted to the City during
the housing cycle. The City will further encourage affordable housing and the potential use of density
bonus statutes to accommodate additional affordable units. The City will continue to provide information
about such incentives at City Hall, on the City's website and in other public places to increase awareness
within the housing cycle. In the interim, the City will process any density bonus applications consistent
with applicable state law.
Timeframe: Update Density Bonus ordinance within 12 months of Housing Element adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 3-2: Permit Processing Time
The City of Murrieta recognizes the importance of efficient and timely permit processing. The City of
Murrieta will continue to provide information about permit streamlining at the City Hall, on the City's
website and other public places to increase awareness during the housing cycle. The City will implement
a new land management software system within the housing cycle, supplemented in part by SB2 and LEAP
Grant funding, that is planned to improve permit processing.
Timeframe: OngoingInitiate within 6 months of adoption of the Housing Element
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund, Grant Funding

Policy Action 3-3: Application Fee subsidies forDevelopment of Housing for
Extremely Low and Lower-Income Housing
The City recognizes the importance of supporting the development of housing for low and extremely low
income households. While the City does not build housing, it is a primary goal of the Housing Element to
support developers and increase the feasibility of development of housing for extremely low and low
income households. Actions for this program include the following:






When funding is available through thesuch as Housing Authority funding, the City shall subsidize
up to 100 percent of the City’s application processing fees for qualifying developments where all
units affordable to 80% AMI or lower. The subsidy or reduction of fees may also be considered
when an alternative funding source is identified to pay these fees.
Promote the benefits of this program to the development community by posting information on
its webpage and creating a handout to be distributed with land development applications.
Provide information about fee subsidies for projects that include units affordable to low and
extremley low income households at City Hall and the planning counter.
Investigate new funding opportunities and administer funds as they become available.

On a case by case basis, wWhen funding is available, the City shall subsidize up to 100 percent of the
application processing fees for developments that identify at least five percent of units are affordable to
extremely low‐income households. To be eligible for this fee subsidy, the units shall be affordable by
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affordability covenant (no less than 45 years for owner‐occupied units and not less than 55 years for rental
units). The subsidy or reduction of fees may also be considered when an alternative funding source is
identified to pay these fees. The City shall continue to provide information about fee subsidies for projects
that include units affordable to ELI households at City Hall, on the City's webpage and by creating a
handout to be distributed as requested at the City's public counter in the housing cycle.
Timeframe: Explore funding sources upon adoption of Housing Element, Implement annually on a case by case
basis throughout the 6th Cycle Ongoing, annual evaluation of funding
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Housing Authority
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 3-4: Incentives for Large Multifamily Units
The City seeks to increase the availability of housing for large families in larger units, which are often more
costly to develop. The City will evaluate the feasibility of providing incentives to developers to encourage
the inclusion of units with three or more bedrooms to accommodate lower income large family
households. Based upon this evaluation, the City may offer Incentives such as fast track processing, fee
reductions, a waiver of specific development standards, or other as is deemed appropriate by the City.
Timeframe: Evaluate existing incentives and developopment list of new incentives with 24 months of
Housing Element adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 3-5: Residential Development Standards
The City will provide an annual review of development standards to identify potential constraints and
modify development standards, as appropriate to minimize these constraints to the greatest extent
possible for residential developments. The City will update the Development Code with a new Multi‐
Family zone that allows for a property or project to implement a zone with a density range of 19‐29
dwelling units per acre and will implement new Multi‐Family Design Guidelines pursuant to the awarded
LEAP grant.
Timeframe: OngoingWithin 18 months of adoption Housing Element, aAnnual monitoring for adequacy
theoughout 2021‐2029 cycle
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Building & Safety
Funding Sources: General Fund, Grant Funding

Policy Action 3-6: Water and Sewer Service Purveyors
Pursuant to SB 1087, Chapter 727, Statues of 2005, the City of Murrieta will transmit its adopted Housing
Element and any future amendments to local water and sewer service providers. This legislation enables
the coordination between the City and water and sewer purveyors when considering future housing
development. Additionally, the City encourages that priority for water and sewer service is granted to
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projects that include units affordable to lower‐income households. The City will submit the adopted
Housing Element to local water and sewer purveyors for their review and input.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing Elementupon adoption of the Housing
Element,
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Housing Goal #4: Promote equal housing opportunity for all
residents.
Equal housing opportunity means housing is equally accessible to all residents regardless of race, religion,
familial status, age, or physical disability. The City strives to provide adequate information about and equal
access to fair housing opportunities and services and prioritizes these opportunities for all residents.
Policy 4.1: Enforce fair housing laws prohibiting discrimination in the building, financing, selling, or
renting of housing on the basis of race, ethnicity, ancestry, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age,
marital status, familial status, source of income, sexual orientation, or any other arbitrary factor.
Policy 4.2: Cooperate with the Riverside County Fair Housing Council in the enforcement of fair housing
laws and in the review of violations of applicable Federal and State fair housing laws
Policy 4.3: Provide adequate information about fair housing laws and create an empowered and
informed community through outreach and engagement.
Policy 4.4: Assess the social service needs of the community and provide a wide variety of social service
programs to City residents.

Implementing Actions
Policy Action 4-1: Housing for Persons with Physical and Developmental
Disabilities
The housing needs of persons with physical and developmental disabilities are typically not fully
addressed by local zoning regulations. Persons with these disabilities may require, in addition to basic
affordability, slight modifications to existing units, and in some instances, a varying range of supportive
housing facilities. To accommodate residents with developmental disabilities, the City will review and
prioritize housing construction and rehabilitation including supportive services targeted for persons with
developmental disabilities.
Currently, the City implements a universal design requirement on a portion15 percent of all new unit and
100 percent of new senior housing unit constructionsa portion to increase accessibility of housing to
persons with limited disabilities or frailtiesmobility/disabilities,(Chapter 15.12 Universal Design
Residential Dwellings). tThe City will explore expanding thisupdating the provisions to the ensure
accessibility of persons with developmental disabilities is also included in the code. Murrieta will also
explore the granting of regulatory incentives, such as expedited permit processing, and fee waivers and
deferrals, to projects targeted for persons with developmental disabilities. To further facilitate the
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development of units to accommodate persons with developmental disabilities, the City will encourage
development of projects targeted for special needs groups through the incentives mentioned above. As
housing is developed or identified, the City will collaborate with the Inland Regional Center (IRC) to
implement an outreach program including but not limited to the following actions:





informingProviding online and print education of housing and services available for persons with
physical and developmental disabilities for families households/persons within the City of
housing and services available for persons with developmental disabilities.
The City will pProvide information at City Hall and plan atleast one community workshop to
develop critical path ideas and solutions for increasing housing accesson the City’s website.
Meet developers to provide information about opportunities to include accessible housing in new
developments

Timeframe: Adopt Code amendments within 24 months of Housing Element Continue implementation
of existing programs upon adoption of 6th cycle Housing Element, Implement outreach program and
potential incentives within 18 month
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Community Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 4-2: Fair Housing
The City utilizes the Fair Housing Council of Riverside County (in part funded by the County of Riverside
CDBG) and has been successful in past outreach efforts (Appendix A). The City will prioritize the provision
of fair housing services and information to residents in the housing cycle. The City will continue to
cooperate with the Fair Housing Council, to mediate housing issues involving Murrieta residents. Actions
include the following:






The City will provide information about tenant and landlord housing rights at City Hall, on the
City's website and in other public places to increase awareness within the housing cycle.
The City will meet with the Fair Housing Council of Riverside County annually to establish areas of
need, program actions and connect on available resources.
The City will also host a minimum of two outreach and informational workshops during the
planning period to increase fair housing rights awareness and increase opportunities for fair
housing education.
The City will collaborate with the County of Riverside to host a minimum of one stakeholder
meeting to engage with local organizatins, non profits, housing developers and interested parties
regarding continued and existing fair housing concerns.

Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing ElementOngoing, , annual
implementation 2021‐2029
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Fair Housing Council
Funding Sources: General Fund, County of Riverside
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Policy Action 4-3: Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing
Pursuant to AB 686, the City will affirmatively further fair housing by taking meaningful actions in addition
to resisting discrimination, that overcomes patterns of segregation and foster inclusive communities free
from barriers that restrict access to opportunity based on protected characteristic, as defined by California
law.
The Housing Element contains analysis of contributing factors to fair housing issues within Murrieta and
determined the following factors were applicable


Affordable Housing ‐ The 2014 A.I. identified affordable housing as an impediment to fair
housing choice, indicating that “one of the biggest problems facing low‐income individuals is the
gap between what they can afford to pay for housing and the actual cost of that housing.” As of
2019, the Regional AI does not consider affordable housing to be an impediment to fair housing
choice as it is seen as a result of market conditions. However, limited housing choice and
opportunity creates disproportionate burdens on low income households or often households
which are considered a protected class. Increased opportunity for affordable housing lessens
the burden of cost and displacement.



Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities – Consistent with findings in the 2014 A.I.,
nearly 63 percent of the discrimination complaints in the County of Riverside over the last five
years were on the basis of physical or mental disability. In total, there were 3,108 fair housing
complaints surfaced through the work of the Fair Housing Council of Riverside County (FHCRC)
over the last five years, with 1,586 or 51.03 percent of all discrimination cases reported on the
basis of physical disability and with 370 or 11.90 percent of all discrimination cases reported on
the basis of mental disability. While direct data for discrimination against persons with
disabilities is not available for the City of Murrieta, there is limited accessible and affordable
housing for persons with disabilities. In total 10.5 percent of persons in the City of Murrieta have
identified as disabled, just below the 11.6 percent in the County of Riverside. While the City
reviews reasonable accommodation requests on a case by case basis, there is a lack of
affordable accessible housing.

To City is committed to taking meaningful actions to mitigate or remove fair housing issues within
Murrieta. The City will take the following actions for each of the contributing factors identified:


Housing Cost and Affordability
o
o
o
o
o
o



Promote construction of ADUs throughout the community.
Work with developers to utilize density bonus and other incentives to create affordbaable
housing
Continue to work with the County of Riverside on distribution of Section 8 Housing Choice
Vouchers .
Promote development of affordable housing in high resources areas.
Utilize existing incentives to increase feasibility of affordable housing.
Implement Policy Action 2‐2, Policy Action 2‐8, Policy Action 3‐3, Policy Action 3‐4, and
Policy Action 4‐6, Policy Action

Access to Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities
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o

o
o

The City currently has outline Reasonable Accommodation procedures in the Murrieta
Development Code, the City will continue to review and prioritize the approval of
reasonable accommodations requests on a case by case basis.
AmendReview and revise the development code for Reasonable Accommodations Findings
as appropriate to mitigate impediments to fair housing (Policy Action 1‐10)
Implement Policy Action 1‐10, Policy Action 4‐1, and Policy Action 4‐5

o
Additionally, the City will partner with capable organizations to review housing discrimination
complaints, attempt to facilitate equitable resolution of complaints, and, where necessary, refer
complainants to the appropriate state or federal agency for further investigation and action.
Timeframe: OngoingDevelop strategy for program implementation within 8 months of adoption of the
Housing Element, Implement programs on an ongoing bases, beginning within 12 months of adoption
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Community Services
Funding Sources: General Fund

Policy Action 4-4: Homeless Assistance Program
The City has been successful in providing funding to local organizations for providing shelter and services
to individuals experiencing homelessness. The City currently provides housing and shelter information to
the community andthe City will continue to provide adequate information to the community through a
variety of means. The City is a co‐founder of the Regional Homeless Alliance, a collaboration of five cities
(Murrieta, Temecula, Lake Elsinore, Menifee, and Wildomar) that coordinate homeless services. Each city
contracts with Social Work Action Group (SWAG) for homeless outreach and street services. Additionally,
the City partners with other non‐profit housing providers (ie., Project Touch) and works within the
Coordinated Entry System administered by Riverside County. Financial support is provided for an
inclement weather winter shelter each year. Within the Murrieta Police Department, a Community
Behavioral Health Assessment Team (CBAT) pairs a licensed clinical social worker with an officer specially
trained in mental health issues to provide services, including to homeless individuals. In addition to
committed General Fund dollars, the City will continue to apply for grant opportunities for housing and
street outreach.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing ElementOngoing, Ongoing
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Community Services
Funding Sources: General Fund, Grant Funding

Policy Action 4-5: Provisions for Special Needs Households
The City understands Special Needs groups may have unique housing needs that developers do not
typically address in traditional housing development. To encourage private development to address
special needs design features the City will work with developers to implement required universal design
features as well as consider additional incentives to support special needs households. Additionally, the
City will continue to support, through CDBG funding, a variety of non‐profits who provide resources to
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special needs households. Existing non‐profits the City currently supports through CDBG, and will continue
to work with, include the following:








Community Food Pantry of Murrieta
Michelle’s Place
Assistance League of Temecula Valley
Oak Grove Center for Education Treatment
SAFE Alternatives for Everyone
Rosa Again Foundation
Boys and Girls Club of Southwest County

Timeframe: Amend Zoning Code within 24 months of Housing Element adoptionImplement existing programs
upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing Element,
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Community Services
Funding Sources: General Fund, Grant Funding

Policy Action 4-6: First-Time Homebuyer
Murrieta has established a City operated first‐time homebuyer program in order to assists lower income
residents to become homeowners of affordable housing. Residents can seek assistance, through funding
provided by the City’s Housing Authority, in purchasing new for‐sale affordable units. in the City with a
low interest loan . The City’s program may provides up to 20 percent down payment assistance to qualified
affordable buyers or a lump sum amount, such as $30,000 depending on the affordability level of the unit
and the funding available to the Housing Authority. For the 2021‐2029 planning period the City will set‐
aside Housing Authority funds, with a goal of supporting atleast 5 residents with first‐time homebuyer
loans for 5 affordable units.
Timeframe: Initiate within 12 months of adoption of 6th Cycle Housing Element
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services , Housing Authority
Funding Sources: Housing Authority

Housing Goal #5: Provision of adequate sites to accommodate
community housing needs.
Policy 5.1: Identify a variety of sites to accommodate housing growth need by income categories to
serve the needs of the entire community
Policy 5.2: Maintain a sites inventory to accommodate the City’s share of the Regional Housing Needs
Allocation (RHNA) throughout the 6th cycle’s 2021‐2029 planning period.
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Implementing Actions
Policy Action 5-1: Ensure Availability of Adequate Sites to Accommodate
Allocated Regional Housing Growth Throughout the 2021-2029 Planning Period
The City of Murrieta has a total Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) allocation of 3,043 units.
State law requires the City of Murrieta to identify adequate sites to accommodate its fair share allocation
for the 6th Cycle Housing Element. The City has identified existence of sites to accommodate RHNA need,
these sites do not require rezones or other changes to existing land use policy; those sites identified are
contained in Appendix B of this Housing Element. This City has identified these sites through extensive
analysis in collaboration with stakeholders, property owners, the general public at a variety of workshops
and elected and appointed officials. Only a portion of these identified sites are necessary to accommodate
the City’s 2021‐2029 RHNA planning goal. These sites have undergone a rigorous process to evaluate site
features, development potential, developer/owner interest and other factors to deem them appropriate
for housing.
In addition, the City has identified several sites from the 5th Cycle Housing Element that will be utilized in
the 6th Cycle Housing Element. These sites will require additional policy considerations as stated in this
document, Policy Action 1‐9.
These sites are described in map and tabular format in Appendix B of this Housing Element.
Timeframe: Initiate program upon adoption of 6th Cycle Housing Element Ongoing, Annual
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Housing Authority
Funding Sources: General Fund, Housing Authority Funds

Policy Action 5-2: Accessory Dwelling Unit Construction
The City of Murrieta believes Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) are a demonstrated method to provide
affordable housing in the City. Due to recently adopted legislation, the ability to entitle and construct
ADUs has increased significantly. The City recognizes the significance of this legislation as evidenced by a
marked increase in ADU permit applications. Due to this legislation, the City believes aggressive support
for ADU construction will result in increased opportunities for housing including affordable units.
The City will aggressively support and accommodate the construction of at least 88 ADUs by a variety of
methods, including but not limited to:


Developing a implementing a public awareness campaign for construction of ADUs with a
systematic approach utilizing all forms of media and outreach distribution



Preparing and maintaining a user‐friendly website committed to information related to codes,
processes, and incentives pertaining to the development of ADUs and JADUs in the City.



Evaluating and assessing the appropriateness of additional incentives to encourage ADU
development.
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Timeframe: Analyze methods within 12 months of Housing Element adoption; Establish programs and
incentives within 24 months of Housing Element adoption.
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services
Funding Source: General Fund

Policy Action 5-3: Accessory Dwelling Units Monitoring Program
The City will establish an ADU Monitoring Program during the 2021‐2029 Housing Element Planning Period
to formally track ADU development. The analysis will track applications for ADUs, location, and other
important features. The intent of the Monitoring Program is to track progress in meeting 2021‐2029 ADU
construction goals and to evaluate the need to adjust programs and policies if the pace of construction is
less than anticipated. Should the monitoring program find that the City’s is not observing the expected
ADU construction progress, the City will initiate additional actions which may include:


Identifying supplementary funding sources to subsidize ADU development
o For example, the City may utilize Housing Authority funds to establish affordable ADUs.
Explore feasibility of developing by‐right permit‐t ready ADU plans
Additional streamlining of permit processing and/or reduction or subsidizing development and
impact fees




Timeframe: Establish monitoring program within 12 6 months of Housing Element Adoption, evaluate
annually for adequacy and implement incentives based upon findings
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Housing Authority
Funding Source: General Fund, Housing Authority

Policy Action 5-4: Conversion of Existing, Non-Permitted Accessory Dwelling
Units
The City will establish a program to allow for the conversion of non‐permitted accessory dwelling units to
legally conforming units. This program will allow homeowners with existing illegally established accessory
dwelling units to achieve legal, permitted status. The intent of the Program is to permit, inspect, and
legalize existing unpermitted ADUs of any size. Actions include:



Creating a process for conversion of non‐permitted ADUSs
Develop an outreach program to advertisedisseminate
awareness of property owners

the opportunities and increase

Timeframe: Establish program within 24 months of Housing Element Adoption, implement annually
Responsible Agency: City of Murrieta Development Services, Code Enforcement, Murrieta Fire &
Rescue
Funding Source: General Fund
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D. Summary of Quantified Objectives
California Housing Element Law requires jurisdictions to estimate the number of affordable housing
opportunities that will be created over the planning period. The quantified objectives for the 2021‐2029
Housing Element presents the anticipated and potential affordable housing development for the planning
period starting on June 30, 2021.
Table 4‐1 presents the City’s quantified objectives in four categories:


Construction of units as projected by the Regional Housing Needs Assessment allocations



Construction of accessory dwelling units



Preservation of exiting deed restricted units at risk of conversion to market rate



Rehabilitation of units with various issues impeding health, safety and livability

Income Group
New Construction
(RHNA)
Accessory Units
Preservation
Rehabilitation

Table 4‐1: Summary of Quantified Objectives
Extremely
Very Low
Low
Moderate
Low

Above
Moderate

Total

504 units*

545 units

906 units

3,043 units

30 units
0
0

7 units
0
3

88 units
40
3

504 units
51 units
40
0

584 units

*Extremely Low Units are defined by HCD as half of the City’s Very‐Low Income need.
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