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The following chart is a review of the City of Murrieta’s housing project and program performance in the 2014-2021 Planning Period. It is an
evaluation of the 5th cycle’s Policy Program and considers the City’s progress towards completing all programs outlined within the previous 5th
Cycle Housing Element.
Objective

Program Accomplishments

AF

Policy Action

Status for Sixth Cycle

Goal 1: Provide adequate housing opportunities throughout the City of Murrieta.
Periodically review the Zoning
Code for inconsistencies and
standards that may prevent the
development of affordable
housing.

A series of Code Updates to the
Development Code have been recently
approved by the City Council. As an
example, the Development Code has been
recently amended to remove the
requirement for a Development Permit for
single-family residences and accessory
structures, which include second dwelling
units (building permit only). This provides
reduced cost and a streamlined review
process for accessory dwelling units.

Modified. The program was ongoing
throughout the 2014-2021 cycle and
will be continued and modified into
the 2021-2029 period to keep the
Housing Element in compliance with
state laws.

City staff meets with developers of
affordable housing projects to identify
potential locations for affordable housing.
The City maintains and regularly updates an
inventory of available and potential
development opportunity areas. City Staff is
prepared to assist interested developers
with information on development
opportunity sites and the City has a history

Continued. The program was
ongoing throughout the 2014-2021
cycle, and the City will continue to
meet with developers and provide
the necessary information in efforts
to increase affordable housing in the
City.

R

1.1
General Plan
Review

Provide information on
development opportunities to
interested developers on-line, at
City Hall and in other public
places.

D

1.2
Land Use
Database
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Objective

Program Accomplishments

Status for Sixth Cycle

T

Policy Action

of providing City-owned land for the
development of new affordable units.
Investigate new funding
opportunities and administer
funds as they become available. If,
and when a permanent funding
source is identified, the City will
provide information at City Hall,
on the website and in other public
places to increase awareness.

With the dissolution of the Murrieta
Redevelopment Agency in January 2012,
funding for this program was suspended. As
the City has created and identified the
Murrieta Housing Authority as the successor
agency to the RDA, the Housing Authority
will be responsible for the continuation of
the program, should funding become
available. The City continues to seek funding
opportunities to support the First-Time
Home Buyer Assistance programs. City staff
works with potential buyers and County of
Riverside to bring awareness to new
programs for qualified buyers.

Modified. The program was ongoing
throughout the 2014-2021 cycle, the
City will continue the Program into
the sixth cycle and will make the
necessary updates to increase
accessibility of information to
residents. The Murrieta Housing
Authority will remain in charge of
this program.

1.4
Land and
Property
Acquisition
Program

Investigate new funding
opportunities and administer
funds as they become available. If,
and when a permanent funding
source is identified, the City will
provide information at City Hall,
on the website and in other public
places to increase awareness.

As the funding mechanism for the
acquisition of potential affordable housing
sites has not been identified since the
dissolution of the Redevelopment Agency,
the City is continuously seeking new funding
sources.

Modified. The program was ongoing
throughout the 2014-2021 cycle;
however, no funding sources were
identified. The program will be
modified and adjusted as
appropriate, and the City will
continue to make diligent efforts to
seek funding sources to increase
affordable housing opportunities.

D

R

AF

1.3
First Time Home
Buyer Assistance
Program
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Objective

1.5
Lot Consolidation
Program

Encourage developers to utilize
the lot consolidation program,
through incentives, where smaller
parcels exist to achieve more
efficient building design. Promote
the program at City Hall, on its
website and will evaluate requests
on a case by case basis.

Incentives for developers to encourage lot
consolidation are provided. Currently, the
City provides information and the
application for lot consolidation on the City’s
Webpage, here:
https://www.murrietaca.gov/DocumentCent
er/View/402/Parcel-Merger-Guidelines-PDF.
The Downtown Specific Plan offers
incentives for lot consolidation.
The City will promote the program The City continues to meet with developers
at City Hall, on its website and will of large housing projects to evaluate the
evaluate requests on a case by
feasibility of affordable housing and the
case basis.
availability of property.

Continued. The program was
ongoing throughout the 2014-2021
cycle. The program will continue
through the 2021-2029 cycle and will
make evaluations as projects are
submitted to the Murrieta
Development Services.

The City will promote the
programs with funding available at
City Hall, on its website and will
evaluate requests from
developers on a case by case
basis.

Modified. The program will
continue into the 2021-2029 cycle
and the City will make diligent
efforts to identify funding
availability; Promotional materials
will be prepared, discussed and
provided to multifamily developers

The City continues to monitor the
availability of funding sources for the
construction of low-income housing. Staff
routinely meets with developers to provide
guidance. The City currently provides a list
of all affordable apartments and housing
units within the City, on the Murrieta
Housing Authority webpage.

R

1.7
Housing for
extremely LowIncome Families

Status for Sixth Cycle

AF

1.6
Large Sites
Program

Program Accomplishments

T

Policy Action

Continued. The program was
ongoing throughout the 2014-2021
cycle. The program will continue
through the 2021-2029 cycle and will
make evaluations as projects are
submitted to the Murrieta
Development Services.

D

Goal 2: Conserve and enhance the quality of existing housing and residential neighborhoods.
2.1

Maintain the quality of the
existing housing stock by
addressing code violations as they

Appendix A: Review of Past Performance

The City's Code Enforcement continues to
monitor and respond to calls regarding
property maintenance to ensure compliance

Continued. The program was
ongoing throughout the 2014-2021
cycle. The City will continue to
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Objective

Program Accomplishments

Status for Sixth Cycle

T

Policy Action

are reported. Refer eligible
property owners to Riverside
County programs if property
maintenance funding is needed.

with the California Building Code (CBC) and
the City's Municipal Code.

monitor and respond to all
complaints to ensure safety of
residents and compliance with the
CBC and the City’s Municipal Code.

2.2
Monitor
Affordable Units

Maintain a list of affordable units
throughout the City including
affordability information to ensure
property owners are compliant
with deed restrictions and to
preserve affordable units.

The City performs annual recertifications to
verify income eligibility. A list of the
affordable housing complexes is listed on
the City's website
(https://www.murrietaca.gov/301/HousingAuthority)

Continued. The City will continue to
maintain a list of affordable units
and perform recertifications in the
2021-2029 planning period.

2.3
Investigate new funding
Purchase Housing opportunities and administer
Covenants
funds as they become available. If,
and when a permanent funding
source is identified, the City will
provide information at City Hall,
on the website and in other public
places to increase awareness.

The City is currently searching for funding
sources to have available and assist in the
purchase of housing covenants.

Modified. The program will be
modified as appropriate for the 6th
cycle. The City will continue to make
diligent efforts to identify funding
sources and provide public
information at City Hall and on the
City’s webpage.

2.4
Neighborhood
Stabilization
Program

Annually, the City Council allocates
Community Development Block Grant
funding to various non-profits that provide
services to city residents.

R

AF

Property
Maintenance
Enforcement

D

Support local organizations to
ensure their continued ability to
provide services to residents.
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Modified. The City has made
diligent efforts to support local
organizations to provide services to
residents and will continue to do so
through the 2021-2029 planning
period. The program has been
adjusted as appropriate and will
continue in the 6th cycle.
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Objective

Program Accomplishments

Status for Sixth Cycle

T

Policy Action

The City will promote the
programs with funding available at
City Hall, on its website and will
periodically review ordinances and
recommend changes where
necessary to encourage energy
efficient housing design and
practices that are consistent with
state regulations.

On an ongoing basis the City reviews
applicable ordinances and recommends
changes to encourage energy efficient
housing design and practices that are
consistent with state regulations. In 2015,
the City has developed and is using a
"streamlined" permitting process for solar
installations and is in compliance with the
California Building Code.

Continued. The City recognizes the
importance of encouraging energy
efficient design, particularly in the
design of new residential units for
lower income households. The
program was ongoing through the
2014-2021 planning period and will
continue to provide information on
available programs and funding
opportunities to residents on City
website and at City Hall.

2.6
Riverside County
Partnership
Program

Increase resident awareness
about housing programs offered
by the County by providing
information at City Hall and on
City's website.

A Mortgage Credit Certificate (MCC) entitles
qualified home buyers to reduce the amount
of their federal income tax liability by an
amount equal to a portion of the interest
paid during the year on a home mortgage.
This tax credit allows the buyer to qualify
more easily for a loan by increasing the
effective income of the buyer. In January
2014, the City Council approved the
Mortgage Credit Certificate Program with
the County of Riverside Economic
Development Agency.

Continued. The City will continue to
provide information about housing
programs offered by the County
through the City’s webpage and
other outreach efforts.

D

R

AF

2.5
Energy Efficient
Design

Goal 3: Minimize the impact of governmental constraints on housing production and affordability.
3.1

Provide information about such
incentives at City Hall, on the
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In August of 2019 the City developed and
Modified. The City recognizes the
passed an ordinance which amended Tile 16, importance of offering incentives
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Objective
City's website and in other public
places to increase awareness.

3.2
Permit Processing
Time

Provide information about permit
streamlining at the City Hall, on
the City's website and other public
places to increase awareness.

Status for Sixth Cycle

Article III Section 16.20 of the Murrieta
Municipal Code to make the development
code consistent with State Density Bonus
Law. The updates completed ensure that the
City is in compliance with State law. City
staff has made the Code provisions readily
available to those developers seeking a
density bonus and actively supports these
bonuses when they are following the State
law and the Development Code. Staff works
with developers to discuss the various
incentives that are possible by including
density bonus in the proposal to encourage
multi-family development.

like the density bonus incentive and
will continue to provide this
incentive in the future. The program
was ongoing in the 2014-2021
planning period and the City will
continue perform all required
updates to the local Density Bonus
Ordinance to meet the requirements
of State law.

The City has streamlined the process for
solar projects and continues to look at ways
to further refine its overall permitting
process. The City has added additional staff
members in the Development Services and
Building Departments to streamline the
discretionary and building permit review and
provide expedited review for all permits.
The City is implementing a new software
program that will allow reporting of permit
timeline metrics to applicants and the
public, as well as provide efficiencies for
permit processing.

Modified. The City will adjust the
program in the 2021-2029 planning
period to implement a new software
program to allow reporting of permit
timeline metrics to applicants and
the public, as well as provide
efficiencies for permit processing.
The City will make diligent efforts to
increase awareness of the
streamlining process.

D

R

AF

Density Bonus
Ordinance

Program Accomplishments

T

Policy Action
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Objective

Program Accomplishments

3.3
Fee subsidies for
Extremely LowIncome
Households

Provide information about fee
subsidies for projects that include
units affordable to ELI households
at City Hall, on the City's webpage
and by creating a handout to be
distributed as requested at the
City's public counter.

The City continues to research and pursue
permanent funding sources to subsidize fees
for extremely low-income households.

3.4
Incentives for
Large Multifamily
Units

Aim to construct 16 multi-family
rental projects to include three or
more bedrooms in the planning
period.

A 196-unit multi-family project which
included 20 -low-income units was
approved/entitled (bedroom sizes to be
determined) prior to building permit
issuance.

Modified. The City recognizes the
importance of offering incentives
including fee subsidies to encourage
the development of housing for
extremely low-income households
and will continue to provide
incentives when feasible. This
program was ongoing throughout
the 2014-2021 planning period. The
City will continue to seek alternative
and permanent funding sources for
affordable developments and will
continue to provide information to
the public through various outreach
methods.

AF

R

D
3.5

Status for Sixth Cycle

T

Policy Action

Review development standards to
identify constraints and remove or
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Modified. This program was ongoing
through the 2014-2021 planning
period. The program was been
modified as appropriate for the 6th
cycle.

This City has also approved the Vista Bella
Duplex project of 80 units and the Mitchell
Apartments project of 251 units. Both of
which included units with 3 or more
bedrooms.
The City continues to review Development
Standards to ensure they are not creating

Continued. The City will review
development standards annually and
throughout the entitlement process.
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Program Accomplishments

Residential
Development
Standards

offset constraints and remove or
offset constraints where possible.

unnecessary constraints that could result in
the construction of affordable units. The City
Council recently amended the Development
Code for a fourth time to remove the
Development Permit requirements for ADUs
in order to meet new State laws.

The program was ongoing in the
2014-2021 planning period and will
continue into the 2021-2029
planning period.

3.6
Second Dwelling
Unit Permits

Provide information to developers
and the residents regarding
second dwelling unit(s) permits at
Development Services
Department's Public Counter and
on City's webpage.

The City continues to review and update
Development Standards to ensure they are
not creating unnecessary constraints that
could impede the construction of second
dwelling units. Currently construction of an
ADU is allowed “by-right” provided specific
conditions are met, as detailed on the City’s
website:
(https://www.murrietaca.gov/DocumentCen
ter/View/2171/Accessory-ResidentialDwelling-Units-IB-108?bidId=) Over the
2014-2021 Planning Period the City
approved 6 accessory dwelling units.

Continued. The City recognizes
ADUs (second units) as an affordable
housing option and will continue to
allow for ADUs to be constructed.
The City will continue to provide
information to developers and the
residents regarding ADUpermits at
Development Services Department's
Public Counter and on City's
Webpage.

The City provides a transmittal of all new
residential development projects proposed
in the City to the four water districts and
meets with them to ensure adequate water
and sewer infrastructure is planned for and
will be available to serve new residential
development.

Continued. As required by State
law, the City will submit the final
2021-2029 Housing Element to local
water and sewer providers for their
review and input.

AF

Ensure that water and sewer
providers are aware of the City's
intentions for residential
development throughout the City.

D

3.7
Water Sewer
Service Providers

Status for Sixth Cycle

T

Objective

R

Policy Action
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Program Accomplishments

Ensure that flood risks are
considered when making land use
decisions.

The City completed an update of the Safety
Element and subsequent flood zone and
management maps were revised in 2011.
The City has and will continue to consider
Flood Zones (areas) when reviewing new
residential development/land uses within
the identified flood areas in the City.

Status for Sixth Cycle

T

3.8
Flood
Management

Objective

Completed. The City completed a
General Plan update in 2011, and
the Safety and Conservation
Elements were appropriately
revised, however, the City will
continue to monitor residential
development’s proposed in Flood
Zones.

AF

Policy Action

Goal 4: Promote equal housing opportunity for all residents.
Provide information about
reasonable accommodation
provisions at City Hall (Public
Counter), on the City's website
and other public places to increase
awareness.

On October 15, 2013, the City Council
adopted an ordinance establishing a
reasonable accommodation procedure to
address existing constraints to the provision
of accommodations for persons with
disabilities. The City is committed to
assisting residents in need of reasonable
accommodation and will continue to direct
eligible residents to apply for applicable
funds. The City provides information on the
website and at the Development Services
Department's public counter with regards to
reasonable accommodation provisions.

Continued. The program was
ongoing during the 2014-2021 cycle.
And the City will continue to partner
with the County of Riverside and will
promote the adopted reasonable
accommodation procedures on the
City website and at City Hall.

The City continues to provide resources to
Murrieta residents with questions regarding
tenant and land use rights.

Continued. The program was
ongoing during the 2014-2021 cycle.
The City will continue to be involved
with the Fair Housing Council to
eliminate housing discrimination and

R

4.1
Reasonable
Accommodation

Cooperate as needed with the Fair
Housing Council of Riverside
County, Inc., to mediate housing
issues involving Murrieta
residents. Provide information

D

4.2
Fair Housing
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Objective

Program Accomplishments

about tenant and landlord housing
rights at City Hall, on the City's
website and in other public places
to increase awareness.
Monitor the number of homeless
individuals in the City and provide
referrals to the appropriate
organizations.

distribute information to the public
about how they can report housing
discrimination. This program will be
included in the 2014-2021 Housing
Element.

The City co-founded the Regional Homeless
Alliance, a collaboration of five cities and
non-profit partners to provide solutions to
homelessness. The City provides
information and lists of resources and
shelters on the City’s web, here:
https://murrietaca.gov/DocumentCenter/Vi
ew/1314/Community-Resource-Guide-PDF.
Funding is allocated for outreach,
encampment clean ups, GIS mapping, and
housing navigation services.

Continued. The City will provide
information on the City website and
will continue to partner with local
agencies to make sure that the
proper services are available for
residents experiencing
homelessness.

AF

4.3
Homeless
Assistance
Program

Status for Sixth Cycle

T

Policy Action

R

Goal 5: Identify adequate sites to achieve housing variety.
Continue to provide appropriate
land use designations and
maintain an inventory of suitable
sites for residential development.
Make vacant and underutilized
residential sites inventory
available on the City's website to
non-profit and for-profit housing
developers.

D

5.1
Ensure Adequate
Sites to
Accommodate
Allocated
Regional Housing
Growth
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Development on sites that have been
identified on the Housing Element to
accommodate the RHNA allocation has been
included in the annual progress report. The
City Council recently approved the sale of
two properties in order to finance a third
property, which will be built with affordable
housing (200 units of various lower income
levels).

Modified. The City will continue to
make available appropriate sites to
accommodate their RHNA allocation
and will continue to provide
information to interested
developers. Annual reports will be
prepared throughout the planning
period and the program will be
included in the 6th cycle.
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Program Accomplishments

Ensure that the housing need of
all residents is met by providing
opportunities for transitional
housing, emergency shelters and
SRO units to be accommodated
within the City. Prioritize available
incentives for extremely lowincome households.

Murrieta continues to provide administrative
support to the Regional Homeless Alliance, a
collaboration of five cities in Southwest
Riverside County. The City helps support
Project Touch (a nonprofit partner) with an
annual Inclement Weather program, and also
takes part within the Riverside County
Continuum of Care. The City is seeking grant
funding for homeless assistance and
sheltering

Status for Sixth Cycle
Modified. The City completed
Development Code amendments to
ensure that emergency and
transitional housing opportunities
are permitted in the appropriate
zones as required by State law. This
program will be included in the
2021-2029 Housing Element as a
program to continue to monitor
available sites.

AF

5.2
Provide
Emergency and
Transitional
Housing

Objective

T

Policy Action

D

R

Currently the City works with fifteen shelters
to provide emergency shelter to the
community. More information on the
emergency shelters is available on the City’s
webpage here:
https://murrietaca.gov/DocumentCenter/Vi
ew/1314/Community-Resource-Guide-PDF
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