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SAN BERNARDINO, Calif., September 21, 2020 – It is with deep sadness
that USDA Forest Service officials on the San Bernardino National Forest
announce the death of Charles Morton, a Big Bear Interagency Hotshot
Squad Boss, who died while engaged in fire suppression operations on
the El Dorado Fire late Thursday, September 17, 2020.
“Charlie was a well-respected leader who was always there for his squad
and his crew at the toughest times,” said U.S. Forest Service Chief Vicki
Christiansen. “Our hearts go out to Charlie’s loved ones, coworkers,
friends and the Big Bear Hotshots. We will keep them in our thoughts and
prayers.”
Charlie was born on August 7, 1981, in San Diego, California. He started
his career in 2002 as Corpsman with the California Conservation Corps at
the Butte Fire Center in Magalia, moving to the 2006 fire season with
Firestorm Fire Suppression in Chico. His 14-year Forest Service career
began in 2006 with the Truckee Interagency Hotshots on the Tahoe
National Forest. Charlie then joined the San Bernardino National Forest in
2007 and worked on both the Front Country and Mountaintop Ranger
Districts, for the Mill Creek Interagency Hotshots, Engine 31, Engine 19,
and the Big Bear Interagency Hotshots.
The San Bernardino National Forest is grateful for the support that has
been extended through this tragic event. Cards and condolences may be
sent to the Morton family at: P.O. Box 63564, Irvine, CA 92602. For FedEx
and/or UPS: 1 League # 63564, Irvine, CA 92602 in care of “Support for
Charlie.”
The family has asked us to share that, “Charlie is survived by his wife and
daughter, his parents, two brothers, cousins, and friends. He’s loved and
will be missed. May he rest easy in heaven with his baby boy.”
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Fires
Explosion/No Fire
EMS
Traffic Collisions
Technical Rescue
HazMat
Service Calls
Lift Assists
Good Intent
Cancelled Calls
Alarm Activations
Severe Weather
Citizen Complaint
Miscellaneous
Total Calls

EMS Calls (C,D,E, & PD) for Sept 13-19, 2020
Measurable
90%
NFPA
MFR
Alarm Handling
0:03:01
33.8%
31.2%
Turnout
0:01:42
50.0%
50.0%
Travel
0:08:31
28.4%
68.9%
Total Response
0:12:01
17.1%
48.7%
FIRE Calls for Jul 19-Sep 19, 2020
Measurable
90%
NFPA
MFR
Alarm Handling
0:01:52
60.6%
84.8%
Turnout
0:01:31
83.8%
89.2%
Travel
0:08:41
10.8%
56.8%
Total Response
0:11:30
16.2%
62.2%
FIRE PREVENTION/COMMUNITY RISK
Construction - New and Tenant Improvement
Planning: Design Reviews
3
Plan Submittals
15
New Construction Inspections
11
Plans & Inspection Revenue
$5,066
Routine and State-Mandated
Inspections
25
Re-Inspections
12
Number of Violations
63
Routine Fire Inspection Revenue
$497
Code Enforcement
1
Public Education
Public Education Presented
0
Public Education Attendees
0
Fire Investigations
Investigations
0
Development Fees
Weekly DIF
$0
Weekly DAF
$0
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Right to left: FF Hallworth, Capt. Lapi, FF Ray

The Sept. 17 issue of the Murrieta Fire
Dispatch contained an error in regards
to the strike teams that were deployed
to and relieved from recent fires in
California. The first strike team to be
deployed in August was actually
Captain John Lapi, Engineer Brian
Jackson, Firefighter/Medic Anthony
Hallworth, and Firefighter/Medic
Michael Ray. They were originally
deployed to the Lake Fire, in the San
Bernardino National Forest. After
several days, they were transferred to
the Carmel Fire and then to the Dolan
Fire, both in Monterey County.
(cont’d on next page)

Right to left: Eng. Jackson, FF Ray, FF Hallworth, Capt. Lapi
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After a 2-week deployment, Captain
Lapi and his crew were relieved on
Aug. 29 by a second strike team,
which included Captain Phong Dang,
Engineer
Brandon
Forsberg,
Firefighter/Medic Derrick Dellinger,
Firefighter/Medic James Schmidt.
They remained at the Dolan Fire until
Sept. 13, when they were relieved by
a third strike team, Captain Ballard,
Engineer Schaaf, Firefighter/Medic
Mack, and Firefighter/Medic Eilert.
Battalion Chief Dave Perez has also
been deployed to the Dolan Fire.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Captain Dang, FF/Paramedic Schmidt,
Engineer Forsberg, and FF/Paramedic Dellinger.

Battalion Chief Dave Perez
feeding Berry the llama

California Condor
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Fire MAP
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Our Brush 4 crew, Captain Greg Hull, Engineer Travis
Anderson, Firefighter/Medic Anthony Hallworth,
Firefighter/Medic Michael Ray, was briefly deployed to
the Snow Fire, located northwest of Palm Springs, on
Sept. 17 and returned home three days later.

Deputy Chief Mike Lopez was initially deployed to the
CZU Lightning Complex Fire, in Santa Cruz/San Mateo
area, on Aug. 22 and returned home on Sept. 7. Recently,
he was deployed once again, this time to the El Dorado
fire, near the Yucaipa/Oak Glen area, on Sept. 20.

On the nozzle, Firefighter/Medic Michael Ray

Water drop at the El Dorado Fire

Captain Greg Hull at the Snow Fire
Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Photos by Joe Fanaselle, MFR Volunteer Photographer
On Sept. 16, Engine 2 responded to a
report of a traffic collision on the 215
freeway, north of Clinton Keith Road.
Two vehicles had rolled over, with one
jumping the guardrail onto the
opposing side of the freeway. All
occupants self-extricated, one patient
was transported with minor injuries.
Both sides of the freeway were
reduced to one lane causing
significant traffic for approximately
one hour.

All Murrieta Fire & Rescue units, Murrieta Police,
four AMR units, an AMR Supervisor, as well as a
second alarm from CAL Fire (B3119, E-12, 75, 61, 73,
& TK3) responded to the location for a reported
structure fire on Sept. 19 at 11:03 p.m. The first unit
on scene found light smoke inside the structure and
active evacuation of patients underway. Crews were
able to identify the source of the smoke, which was
a faulty HVAC unit. Once the structure was
completely ventilated, crews assisted staff with the
repopulation of the occupants.

Engine 2 responded to a report of a vehicle fire. in
the parking lot of the post office on Los Alamos
Road., They arrived to find a vehicle with fire fully
involved in the engine compartment. The occupant
sustained a minor injury while exiting the vehicle
and was transported to the local emergency room
for evaluation. The fire was quickly extinguished
preventing damage to nearby vehicles. The
incident occurred on Sept. 18 at 4:30 p.m.
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FIRE DISPATCH I Murrieta Fire & Rescue

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Photos by Joe Fanaselle, MFR Volunteer Photographer
On Sept. 21 at 6:52 p.m., all Murrieta Fire & Rescue units, Murrieta Police, and AMR, responded to the location
given for a reported structure fire on White Leaf Lane. Engine 2, the first unit on scene, performed a size-up, setup command, and assigned resources. Upon arrival, smoke and fire were observed coming from the second story
window of the structure. A rapid transitional attack, followed by an aggressive interior attack, helped crews gain
a quick knock down of the fire. Unfortunately, the entire structure sustained significant damage due to the fire
and smoke. Trauma Intervention Programs (TIP) and Red Cross arrived to provide assistance to the family. No
injuries were reported, but the family cat died in the incident.
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Captain Eric Ackerman

EMS Coordinator Jennifer Antonucci

A firefighter’s guide to fireground search and rescue

Quaternary Blast Injuries in Lithium–Ion Battery
Explosions

FireRescue1.com • Sep 17, 2020 • By Jim Spell

Part 1 – Detailing situational awareness, size-up and
firefighter orientation during this vital operation
A firefighter’s mission is to protect life and property.
This places search and rescue (SAR) operations at the
top of the response priorities when answering a call to
a structure fire. And with today’s lightweight
construction and synthetic building and content
materials, an aggressive search is even more critical to
civilian and firefighter life safety.
Every firefighter responding to a report of a structure
fire must be prepared for search and rescue
operations. Whether assigned specifically to a search
team or executing the procedures associated with
looking for civilians trapped in a burning building while
advancing a line or establishing ventilation, all
firefighters must be task-ready to plan and coordinate
essential activities supporting search and rescue.
MORE HERE

JEMS.com • Aug 25, 2020 • By Daniel Martin, EMT-B, PBT(ASCP)

Over the last three decades, lithium-ion battery
technology has increasingly provided the primary
means of extended use of both industrial and
consumer-grade portable electronic devices. While
these devices are largely safe, they are known to carry
a risk of explosions with resulting injuries ranging in
severity from small superficial burns to death.18 A
February 2018 report by the U.S. Consumer Safety
Commission reported over 25 thousand overheating or
fire incidents involving a wide range of products over a
5-year period.11
First
Information
HERE
In Responder
January 2020,
the Federal
Aviation Authority
reported 280 incidents involving lithium-ion batteries
on aircraft or in airports since January 20066, and in
October 2016, the FAA banned passengers from
carrying Galaxy Note 7 devices onboard commercial
aircraft after a series...
MORE HERE

Captain Eric Ackerman

Heat Exhaustion Or Heat Stroke?
FranciscanHealth.org • Jun 1, 2020 • By Franciscan Health

As summer temperatures begin to rise, taking steps to
protect yourself from heat illnesses is essential.
What Causes Heat Illnesses?
Heat-related illnesses such as heat exhaustion, heat
stroke and cramps happen when your body can’t keep
itself cool. As the temperature rises, your body
produces sweat to stay cool. On hot, humid days, the
increased moisture in the air slows down this process.
But air temperature isn't the only factor. Humidity can
play a role in how your body cools. The heat index
measures the air temperature plus the effects of
humidity. If the temperature is 90 degrees, for
instance, and the relative humidity is 70%, the air feels
as though it’s 106 degrees. A heat index of 90°F or
higher calls for extreme caution. High humidity makes
it harder for sweat to evaporate from the
body. Prolonged exposure…
MORE HERE

Fire Marshal Chris Jensen

Preventing fire deaths through fire prevention
public education
FireRescue1.com • Dec 12, 2018 • By Robert Avsec

Gather stakeholders and resources, capitalize on the
holidays and perform a community education blitz
after tragedy to stop preventable fire deaths
Another tragic fire. Another family destroyed. Another
community in shock. Another fire department reeling.
It’s a headline you never want to read, but even more
devastating during the holiday season; “5 Ohio children
killed in house fire.”
I spoke with Samantha Hoffmann, a fire prevention
officer with the Barrie (ON) Fire and Emergency Service
about the incident. “It's just absolutely devastating. I
can't even imagine for the family or for those
firefighters that were on scene. And it's all so
preventable,” she said.
We say preventable, because in the U.S. every year,
roughly 75 percent…
MORE HERE
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from Dawn Morrison

Finding My Happy Place Somewhere Sunny and 75
911Training.net • Sep 2, 2020 • By Ryan Dedmon

I used to be one of those law enforcement professionals
who wore my cell phone on a belt-clip on my hip. It was
always with me, no matter where I went. Respond to an
email from Detective Smith about a burglary report I
wrote last week; waiting for a phone call from Principal
Fielder at Washington Elementary School about a 9-1-1
assembly we have scheduled for tomorrow; receive a
text message from a supervisor for emergency call-out on
the graveyard shift tonight due to staffing shortage;
receive an email from a Crime Prevention Specialist
asking if I am available to make an appearance at a
neighborhood watch meeting later in the week. It was a
never-ending stream of constant communication. And all
of that was on top of the stress of my primary duty of
answering 9-1-1 calls.
Last week, we posted an article on our Blog
recommending…
MORE HERE

Thank you to Evan for taking the time to
write and send this letter to our firefighters!
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