After 32 years of service
to the residents of
Murrieta, Fire Captain
Richard Curran officially
retired on July 31, 2020.
Curran started with
Murrieta Fire as a
volunteer, but was
officially hired as a fire
mechanic in 1988. He
worked in the shop for
nearly two years, before
transferring to fire
suppression
as
an
engineer.
He
was
promoted to the rank of captain in March 1992.
Curran also served as a fire investigator for over 20 years with
Battalion Chief Steve Kean. He ran the Explorer Academy, a
program for teenagers, and was instrumental in training new
engineers and mentoring them along the way.
However, according to Kean, one of Curran’s biggest
contribution is, “that he was a good firefighter.”
Kean said, “When it comes to experience, he had it. If there was
an instance when we were in a little deeper than expected, he
would be the one I want standing behind me, which has been
the case a time or two.”
Curran had a saying, “It’s not your emergency,” and while it may
sound unusual to hear in the fire service, it has helped others
remain calm when it was needed most.
Perhaps the fire service runs in
his blood, since his father,
Marvin Curran, was the
department’s second fire chief
and one of the original 10 that
started
as a
volunteer
firefighter back in 1947.
(Continued on page 3)
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173

Fires
Explosion/No Fire
EMS
Traffic Collisions
Technical Rescue
HazMat
Service Calls
Lift Assists
Good Intent
Cancelled Calls
Alarm Activations
Severe Weather
Citizen Complaint
Miscellaneous
Total Calls

EMS Calls – GOALS REACHED
Measurable
90%
NFPA
MFR
Alarm Handling
0:01:13
85.1%
83.2%
Turnout
0:01:39
44.0%
44.0%
Travel
0:07:52
27.5%
74.5%
Total Response
0:10:11
43.1%
73.5%
FIRE Calls – GOALS REACHED (8-week data)
Measurable
90%
NFPA
MFR
Alarm Handling
0:03:05
44.8%
58.6%
Turnout
0:01:43
78.6%
85.7%
Travel
0:08:36
20.7%
69.0%
Total Response
0:11:26
17.2%
72.4%
FIRE PREVENTION/COMMUNITY RISK
Construction - New and Tenant Improvement
Planning: Design Reviews
3
Plan Submittals
21
New Construction Inspections
16
Plans & Inspection Revenue
$4,637
Routine and State-Mandated
Inspections
63
Re-Inspections
115
Number of Violations
123
Routine Fire Inspection Revenue
$0
Code Enforcement
0
Public Education
Public Education Presented
0
Public Education Attendees
0
Fire Investigations
Investigations
0
Development Fees
Weekly DIF
$0
Weekly DAF
$0
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Captain Eric Ackerman

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

EMS Coordinator Jennifer Antonucci

A firefighter’s back-to-basics guide to forcible entry tools

EMS in a Post-COVID World

Fire Rescue1.com • Aug 5, 2020 • By Jim Spell

EMSWorld.com • Jul 29, 2020 • By Daniel R. Gerard, MS, RN, NRP

Understanding the different tool functions, the forces
involved, and how it all fits into the overall fireground
operation
Forcible entry is an essential fireground function. After
all, fires cannot be extinguished and searches cannot
begin until entry is made by firefighters.
Firefighters are expected to breach through doors,
windows, walls and floors as well as the security devices
used to deny unauthorized admittance. This primary
firefighter task and requires knowledge, technique and
experience. Skilled entry into a building is fast and
efficient, minimizing damage and allowing for safe and
secure entry and exit for other firefighters.
To effectively enter a structure, firefighters must have a
working knowledge of building construction, lock
assemblies, as well as the tools and techniques used in
forcible entry. Firefighters need to understand the
leverage principles used in…
MORE HERE

COVID-19 has tested EMS in ways we never imagined. It
has the potential to infect up to 70% of the population.
Critical infrastructure has been challenged, supply
chains have been exhausted, and in some areas of the
country EMS systems are dealing with significant
portions of their workforce quarantined and overworked. The availability of personal protective
equipment (PPE) is measured in days, rather than years.
Based on data available at the time of this writing, 81%
of those infected are asymptomatic or have mild
symptoms, 14% have severe symptoms requiring
hospitalization, and 5% require ICU admission.
First
Responder Information
Asymptomatic
patients areHERE
our biggest problem. The
insidious nature of this disease, combined with its
devastating consequences for vulnerable populations,
makes “normal” response assumptions moot. When we
are on scene, is the patient asymptomatic? Is their
spouse? The fire department…
MORE HERE

Captain Eric Ackerman

Fifteen benefits of drinking water

Burning buildings: Why fire science matters

MedicalNewsToday.com • Jul 16, 2018

Fire Rescue1.com • Jul 10, 2020 • By Charles Bailey

Keeping hydrated is crucial for health and well-being,
but many people do not consume enough fluids each
day.
Around 60 percent of the body is made up of water, and
around 71 percent of the planet’s surface is covered by
water.
Perhaps it is the ubiquitous nature of water that means
drinking enough each day is not at the top of many
people’s lists of priorities.
Fast facts on drinking water





Fire Marshal Chris Jensen

Adult humans are 60 percent water, and our blood
is 90 percent water.
There is no universally agreed quantity of water that
must be consumed daily.
Water is essential for the kidneys and other bodily
functions.
When dehydrated, the skin can become more
vulnerable to skin disorders…
MORE HERE

As critical as the research is on how modern furnishings
burn, the real importance lies in what we do with the
results
I was reading J. Malcolm Bird's Einstein's Theories of
Relativity and Gravitation last night before bed. As
strange as it may seem, his discussion made me think of
the fire service. It is an illness I hope to overcome
someday.
To borrow from a sign alleged to have hung in professor
Einstein's office, "Not everything that counts can be
counted, and not everything that can be counted
counts."
There is the concrete and the theoretical. There is the
knowledge I have acquired stretching hoses down
burning corridors and there is research.
What I saw in those hallways both forms my knowledge
base and limits my knowledge base. It is so easy to
project from a finite…
MORE HERE

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
T1:

In service

T2R:

In service

E2:

OOS

E3:

In service

E3R:

In service

E4:

In service

Station 1: Gas Line Install
Station 2: Fire Station Alerting Zoning
Station 3: No activity

E4R:
In service
Fire Rescue
1• Jun 20, 2019 • By FireRescue1 Staff
E5:

Battalion Chief Steve Kean

In service

Station 4: No activity
Station 5: No activity

B2:

OOS

B3:

In service

B4:

OOS

OES:

OOS - Pump

R5:

In service

WT:

In service

A&L:

In service

from Dawn Morrison

How Your Defensiveness Can Undermine Your Leadership
LollyDaskal.com • By Lolly Daskal

It’s a natural human response to feel defensive, especially
when you think you’re being accused of something or
receive feedback you don’t agree with. There are
countless reasons why people have feelings of
defensiveness.
Feeling defensive may be normal, but acting on that
defensiveness—letting it show in your words and
behavior—is another matter, especially for leaders. When
you’re a leader, your actions and reactions are constantly
being watched and emulated by others. So if you find
yourself frequently behaving defensively, be aware that
you’re not only undermining your own leadership but also
potentially harming those you lead with your bad
example.
If defensive responses are ingrained into your behavior,
you may not even be aware of them. Here are some of the
most common ways defensiveness manifests in leaders.
See if any of them…
MORE HERE

His father was also credited with
transitioning the department
from all-volunteers to a career
fire department.
Rumor has it that Chief Curran
did not want his son to work for
the department, thankfully a few young volunteers
talked him into it anyway.
Curran has left behind some big boots to fill, yet in
the passing of a legacy comes faith and hope that
the younger generation will continue to build on
the foundation laid by those that came before
them.
Captain Richard Curran, we
at Murrieta Fire & Rescue
thank you for your service.
May you have many nights
of blessed slumber.
You will be missed.

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Photos taken by two MFR strike teams
initially deployed to the fire.
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Congratulations to this basketball team for
winning the championship game (one player is
missing in the photo). See
if you can recognize the
two players on the right.
Don’t know? Maybe this
patch will give you an idea.
Still don’t know?
It’s Deputy Chief Lopez and
Chief Lantzer.

Answer: Deputy Chief Lopez and Chief Lantzer

On Tuesday, August 4, Truck 1, Engine 4 and
Battalion Chief Dave Perez responded to a traffic
collision on the northbound side of the 215 freeway,
under the Clinton Keith Bridge. Truck 1 arrived on
scene first to find one vehicle with heavy front-end
damage, one victim trapped, and the freeway shut
down by California Highway Patrol. Truck 1
established Keith IC and ordered a third engine (E3)
due to Engine 4’s freeway access. Truck 1 extricated
the patient and AMR transported the patient to a
local hospital with Truck 1’s firefighter.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

On Wednesday, July 29, at 8:53 p.m., Engine 3 was dispatch to a call for a vehicle fire.

Photos by Joe Fanaselle, MFR Volunteer Photographer
Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133

