Murrieta Fire Announces
Mike Lopez as Deputy Fire Chief
After an extensive and competitive
recruitment, Murrieta Fire & Rescue has
selected Mike Lopez as Deputy Fire
Chief, filling the role that has been
vacant since last July following Fire Chief
Scott Ferguson’s retirement and Chief
David Lantzer’s promotion to Fire Chief.
He begins on March 2, 2020.
Lopez has over 26 years of public service
experience. He began his career as a
paramedic with Gold Cross Ambulance
in El Centro, California. In 1993; and was
hired as a firefighter/paramedic for the
City of Calexico Fire Department, where
his father was a fire captain and served for 40 years. Lopez went on to
join the San Diego Fire-Rescue and Carlsbad Fire Departments, and
promoted through the ranks to his current position as Division Chief with
Carlsbad Fire Department.
He has been a chief officer since 2008, serving as a member of Carlsbad
Fire’s leadership team and overseeing Administrative/Support Services,
Emergency Medical Services, Training, and Fire Prevention. Lopez earned
an A.S. Degree in Fire Technology from Miramar Community College, a BS
Degree in Occupational Studies from California State University, Long
Beach, a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from San Diego State
University, and is a graduate of the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD)
Leadership Academy (West Point curriculum) and the International
Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) Fire Service Executive Development
Institute program.
Fire Chief David Lantzer describes the benefits of gaining a deputy with
such diverse experience, “Chief Lopez brings experiences to Murrieta that
will help us grow to continue serving the community at the highest level.
We’ve identified a tremendous need for a fire training center (there are
none in Southwest Riverside County) and Mike’s experience with these
types of projects in Carlsbad will be a great benefit to our community.
Additionally, he brings the values and work ethic that is consistent with
the hard-working men and women at Murrieta Fire & Rescue. We are
blessed to have him.”
This experience includes serving as honor guard, as a SWAT Medic, and a
YMCA volunteer. Lopez is also a task force leader for FEMA USAR
California Task Force 8 and a safety officer for…
MORE HERE
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Fires
Explosion/No Fire
EMS
Traffic Collisions
Technical Rescue
HazMat
Service Calls
Lift Assists
Good Intent
Cancelled Calls
Alarm Activations
Miscellaneous/severe weather
Citizen Complaint
Total Calls

EMS Calls – GOALS REACHED
Measurable
90%
MFR
NFPA
Alarm Handling
0:01:09
85.8%
87.0%
Turnout
0:01:28
90.2%
56.4%
Travel
0:06:20
88.1%
39.7%
Total Response
0:08:28
90.4%
54.5%
FIRE Calls – GOALS REACHED (8-week data)
Measurable
90%
MFR
NFPA
Alarm Handling
0:01:12
95.5%
79.5%
Turnout
0:01:40
93.5%
82.6%
Travel
0:07:37
77.3%
29.5%
Total Response
0:10:12
88.4%
34.9%
FIRE PREVENTION/COMMUNITY RISK
Construction - New and Tenant Improvement
Planning: Design Reviews
2
Plan Submittals
4
New Construction Inspections
17
Plans & Inspection Revenue
$1,968
Routine and State-Mandated
Inspections
10
Re-Inspections
8
Number of Violations
30
Routine Fire Inspection Revenue
$1,778
Code Enforcement
3
Public Education
Public Education Presented
5
Public Education Attendees
14
Fire Investigations
Investigations
0
Development Fees
Weekly DIF
$0
Weekly DAF
$0
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Captain Eric Ackerman

How to avoid the most common active
shooter training mistakes
FireRescue1.com • Feb 6, 2020 • By Jim Morrissey

Great active shooter incident training take a concerted
effort to make exercise real, relevant, interesting and
captivating for all participants.
Active shooter training exercises are becoming more
commonplace across the country, which is a good thing.
However, without proper planning, many of these wellmeaning exercises leave the responders no better off
than before or possibly even worse. A strong, multidiscipline exercise design team, a solid exercise plan and
buy-in from the responding disciplines are critical
ingredients for success.
Use these lessons from active shooter exercises I have
observed to develop best practices for designing,
implementing and executing a worthwhile, productive
and enlightening exercise to better prepare all of the
emergency responders for the – once in a career – horrific
day. The following active shooter incident (ASI) training
exercise observations…
MORE HERE

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

EMS Coordinator Jennifer Antonucci

Resident Eagle: TXA and Head Trauma
EMSWorld.com • Feb 1, 2020 • By Scott Youngquist and Andrew Pugh

Tranexamic acid (TXA) emerged as a promising prehospital
therapy for trauma patients with severe bleeding and
hemorrhagic shock following 2010’s CRASH-2 trial. In this
column we’ll offer a quick review of TXA and its use in
trauma and discuss the recent CRASH-3 trail, which is likely
to expand its indication for administration in the field.
What We Already Know
TXA had been used for decades to treat bleeding. It
stabilizes clot formation by inhibiting clot breakdown.
CRASH-2 was a landmark trail published in The Lancet. It
demonstrated a 1.5% reduction in mortality in favor of TXA
use in patients with or at risk from serious hemorrhade.
First Responder Information HERE
No increased rish of blook clots (strokes, MI, DVT, PE) was
observed in the TXA-treated group. The observed effect on
mortality equated to a number needed to treat (NNT) of
67 to save one life.
MORE HERE

Fire Marshal Chris Jensen

Captain Eric Ackerman

Do your job as a driver or passenger

WUI fire evacuations: how national address point data helps

FireRescue1.com • Feb 24, 2020 • By Laura French

usfa.fema.gov • Feb 24, 2020 • By U.S. Fire Administration

Fire apparatus spend countless hours each year
traveling among incidents, transporting critical water,
equipment and, most importantly, firefighters.

Longer fire seasons and expansion of communities into
wildfire prone areas has led to an increased risk to life and
property in the wildland urban interface (WUI). A national
address point database could potentially be of value to
incident commanders and emergency managers during
wildfire evacuations by allowing for more precise mapping
and evacuation modeling/zones, and improved
information sharing.

Following are actions for every engineer to observe to
avoid and survive a collision.
DO YOUR JOB AS A DRIVER OR PASSENGER
New England Patriots Football Coach Bill Belichick has
this expectation of his players: Do your job. Your job as
an engineer and passenger includes these
fundamentals:
 Wearing your seatbelt. Always.
 Operating at speeds safe for road conditions.
 Never being distracted by a smartphone, a radio, an

MDT or food as you drive.
 Keeping your eyes on the road and mirrors.
 Assessing hazards and anticipating how you will

respond to a dynamic operating environment.
MORE HERE

The increased risk to life and property is exemplified in
California where the Tubbs and Camp Fires recently
destroyed thousands of structures and caused over 100
deaths.
When a wildfire moves towards a community, incident
commanders issue protective action recommendations
about whether to evacuate or shelter based on factors like
wildfire speed and direction, location of at-risk population,
and evacuation routes.
MORE HERE

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
T1:

In service

T2R:

In service

E2:

OOS

E3:

In service

E3R:

In service

E4:

In service

Battalion Chief Steve Kean
Station 1: No activity
Station 2: Fire station alerting
Station 3: Architectural services contract

E4R:
OOS 1• Jun 20, 2019 • By FireRescue1 Staff
Fire Rescue
E5:
In service
B2:

In service

B3:

In service

B4:

In service

OES:

OOS

R5:

In service

WT:

In service

Station 4: No activity
Station 5: No activity

A&L: In service

from Dawn Morrison

Feeling Stretched Thin at Work?
How to Tell if Your Relationships Outside of Work are to Blame
TheHealthyDispatcher.com • Apr 2, 2016 • By Adam Timm

The tension and strain caused by dispatcher stress affects
your relationships both on and off the job. If you’re
experiencing burnout at work, the distance and
disconnection you feel quickly gets spread to the home.
Fights are often caused by a short fuse after a rough day
on the phones and then not enough fun time.
Do you feel like you have very little time for yourself? Do
you give your time away to things that you’d rather not
do? Do you have trouble saying “No” to people?
If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, you may
be nurturing a dysfunctional relationship with your life
outside of work.
In my darkest days at the dispatch center, I blamed all of
my stress and tension on the job. I thought that as soon
as I left the job, I’d be better. I wouldn’t have to work two
jobs anymore, I’d have more time to spend with my
girlfriend, and I wouldn’t have to…
MORE HERE

While Engineer Brann was taking care of some
business at City Hall, his daughters Brooklynn (left)
and Brielle (right) were graciously invited by City
Manager Kim Summers to sit at the helm and take
charge…for a few minutes.

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Opportunity is knocking! Get your foot in the
door and start toward a career in the fire service.
Find out more about this Volunteer / Non Paid
position as a Murrieta Cadet Firefighter at

MFR CADETS.
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:








Must be 18 years of age at application
submittal
Possession of a valid California Class C
Driver License at time of appointment
High School Diploma or GED
Accredited College Fire Academy or CSFM
Firefighter I
Valid EMT or Paramedic License
Valid CPR Certification
Valid CPAT or Biddle Certification

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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A week in review…

MFR photographer Joe Fanaselle gets an opportunity to tryout
MPD’s radar gun at a traffic collision.

Jake (doggy on the left) meets his new friend,
former Fire Chief Ferguson’s new puppy, Cali
(doggy on the right).
Feb. 20 - Nutmeg and Gingerbread – Two-vehicle traffic
collision with one vehicle fully engulfed in flames.

Feb 20 – Structure fire reported at old Toys R Us building. Fire
was quickly estinguished, damage limited to small amount of
roofing material.

Feb. 18 – Rollover on Jefferson Avenue (Photo by Daniel
Biggs, Volunteer Photographer.)

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133

