2019-2020 Seasonal Flu Update
Week 6 Synopsis: February 8, 2020
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Influenza activity increased in the United States – MORE HERE




Outpatient visits for influenza-like illness (ILI) is 6.8 percent
which is above the national baseline of 2.4 percent and above
week 5 at 6.7 percent.
o New York City, Puerto Rico and 44 states experienced high
ILI activity
o Two states experienced moderate ILI activity
o District of Columbia and two states experienced low ILI
activity
o One state experienced minimal ILI activity
o U.S. Virgin Islands and one state data was insufficient to
calculate
o Based on National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS)
mortality surveillance data available on February 13,
2020, 6.8% of the deaths occurring during the week
ending February 1, 2020 (week 5) were due to P&I. This
percentage is below the epidemic threshold of 7.3% for
week 5.
o Total number of influenza associated pediatric deaths for
2019-2020 season is 92.
MAP – Influenza-Like Illness Activity Level

Fires
Explosion/No Fire
EMS
Traffic Collisions
Technical Rescue
HazMat
Service Calls
Lift Assists
Good Intent
Cancelled Calls
Alarm Activations
Miscellaneous/severe weather
Citizen Complaint
Total Calls

EMS Calls – GOALS REACHED
Measurable
90%
MFR
NFPA
Alarm Handling
0:01:00
88.9%
91.5%
Turnout
0:01:30
89.5%
56.6%
Travel
0:07:05
83.3%
41.7%
Total Response
0:09:26
85.9%
47.2%
FIRE Calls – GOALS REACHED (8-week data)
Measurable
90%
MFR
NFPA
Alarm Handling
0:01:10
97.4%
87.2%
Turnout
0:01:35
92.9%
83.3%
Travel
0:08:06
67.5%
30.0%
Total Response
0:11:23
80.0%
32.5%
FIRE PREVENTION/COMMUNITY RISK
Construction - New and Tenant Improvement
Planning: Design Reviews
3
Plan Submittals
2
New Construction Inspections
19
Plans & Inspection Revenue
$3,393
Routine and State-Mandated
Inspections
19
Re-Inspections
8
Number of Violations
61
Routine Fire Inspection Revenue
$1,034
Code Enforcement
2
Public Education
Public Education Presented
1
Public Education Attendees
14
Fire Investigations
Investigations
1
Development Fees
Weekly DIF
$10,144
Weekly DAF
$20,000
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5 pillars of an effective fire department driving program

Is the New Virus More ‘Deadly’ than Flu? Not Exactly

FireRescue1.com • Feb 18, 2020 • By Robert Avsec

Jems.com • Feb 18, 2020 • By The Associated Press

Responding to emergencies has always been one of the
greatest sources of risk for any fire department. One can only
imagine how many incidents occurred involving handpumped wagons hitting pedestrians or scaring horses, as
volunteer fire companies raced to the fire scene.

What’s more deadly — the flu, SARS or the new coronavirus
discovered in China?

And it likely became even more treacherous when those fire
department transitioned to newer means of transport, first
horse-drawn steam engines and later motorized fire
apparatus.
MODERN-DAY RESPONSE RISKS
The exposure to risk and legal liability has grown since those
early days, exacerbated by more vehicles on the road,
decaying roads and bridges, and an increasing number of
distracted drivers who are doing many things besides paying
attention to driving.
In addition to those external factors, fire departments face
several internal factors that can impact incidents involving
their fire apparatus:
MORE HERE

There are different ways to look at it and even knowledgeable folks
sometimes say “deadly” when they may mean “lethal.”
Lethality means the capacity to cause death, or how often a disease
proves fatal.
Chinese scientists who looked at nearly 45,000 confirmed cases in
the current COVID-19 outbreak concluded the death rate was 2.3%.
But there are questions about whether all cases are being counted:
Infected people with only mild symptoms may be missing from the
tally. That means the true fatality rate may be lower.
Deadly is a broader concept that takes in how far and easily a virus
spreads.

First Responder Information HERE

SARS proved fatal in about 10% of cases in the 2003 outbreak but
was controlled quickly and spread to about 8,000 people in all.
The flu’s mortality rate is 0.1%, yet it kills hundreds of thousands
around the world each year because it infects millions. So the size
of the outbreak matters as much as the lethality in terms of how
deadly a disease is.

Fire Marshal Chris Jensen

Captain Eric Ackerman

University of Arizona to study effect of PFAS exposure
on firefighters

California’s New Early Warning Earthquake App Features a
Shaking Countdown

FireRescue1.com • Feb 16, 2020 • By Laura French

KTLA.com/LATimes.com • Feb 12, 2020 • By Rong-Gong Lin II

TUCSON, Ariz.-The University of Arizona has received a $1.5
million research grant to study the effects of per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in firefighting foam and
gear on firefighter health.

A new earthquake early warning app for smartphones has been
released, offering users across California the ability to see a
countdown before shaking arrives.

PFAS have been linked to cancer, thyroid disease, immune
suppression, respiratory disease and other health conditions
in the general population, but the effects of work-related
exposure on firefighters have not been widely studied,
according to a University of Arizona news release.

Available for iOS and Android phones, QuakeAlertUSA also
offers the ability for phone owners to individually tailor when the
app is triggered — for weak, light or moderate shaking.

"Firefighters need more information to develop bestpractice recommendations to reduce their exposure to PFAS
and prevent the associated toxic effects," said UArizona
Associate Dean of Research Dr. Jeffrey Burgess, who is a
professor at the UArizona Mel and Enid Zuckerman College
of Public Health and the lead researcher on the project.

The app by Santa Monica-based Early Warning Labs uses the
same data source as the other two apps that have been available
— the U.S. Geological Survey’s ShakeAlert system, powered by
hundreds of earthquake sensors across California. Two other
apps are available for earthquake early warning but don’t offer
countdowns or the ability to ignore warnings for weak and light
shaking; they are UC Berkeley’s MyShake app, which offers
statewide coverage, and the City of Los Angeles’s ShakeAlertLA
app for users physically in Los Angeles County.

The funds for the research come from FEMA's Assistance to
Firefighters Grant program.
MORE HERE

California authorities have also begun to issue alerts via text
message, through the Amber Alert-style…
MORE HERE

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
T1:

In service

T2R:

In service

E2:

OOS-Steering Gear, brakes, rotors

E3:

In service

E3R:

In service

E4:

In service

Station 1: No activity
Station 2: Fire station alerting
Station 3: Architectural services contract

E4R:
In service
Fire Rescue
1• Jun 20, 2019 • By FireRescue1 Staff
E5:

Battalion Chief Steve Kean

In service

Station 4: No activity
Station 5: No activity

B2:

In service

B3:

In service

B4:

In service

OES:

OOS-Trans Valve

R5:

In service

WT:

In service

A&L: In service

from Dawn Morrison

Emergency communication in the age of social media
Six tips for using social media for disaster communications
EMS1.com • Feb 3, 2020 • By Gary Sparger

In recent years, first responders have observed an increasing
use of social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter during
emergencies. Whether the emergency is man-made (e.g.,
active shooter) or natural (e.g., hurricane or wildfire), the public
uses social media to communicate with emergency responders
during times of great distress.
When under duress, humans tend to fall back on what comes
naturally. First responders train for active shooters or other
disasters so that when an incident unfolds, they will revert to
their training instead of their natural impulse, which might be
to panic. The average citizen is not trained to manage a crisis,
but a large percentage are active on social media. When
something bad happens, it’s not surprising that they turn to
social media to notify their friends – and increasingly, to ask for
assistance.
In 2017 the Pew Research Center reported that nearly 70% of
American adults used social media, an increase from 5% in
2005. And because most people are using social
media, agencies responsible for emergency response need to
use it, too.
MORE HERE
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Opportunity is knocking! Get your foot in the
door and start toward a career in the fire service.
Find out more about this Volunteer / Non Paid
position as a Murrieta Cadet Firefighter at

MFR CADETS.
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:








Must be 18 years of age at application
submittal
Possession of a valid California Class C
Driver License at time of appointment
High School Diploma or GED
Accredited College Fire Academy or CSFM
Firefighter I
Valid EMT or Paramedic License
Valid CPR Certification
Valid CPAT or Biddle Certification

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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By Joe Fanaselle
MFR Volunteer Photographer
Just after 6:30 a.m., on Thursday, February 13, Murrieta
Fire & Rescue responded to reports of a structure fire in
the 24000 block of Leafwood Drive. Truck 2 (reserve
truck, operating in place of Engine 2) was the first to
arrive at the scene, and reported light smoke showing
from the rear side of a single-story residential home.
Further investigation revealed a chimney fire that was
extending into the structural support members and the
attic of the home. A fire
attack was quickly
established, with a hose
line extended into the

structure, while additional crews accessed the roof.
Several holes were created in the stucco and tile roof,
which enabled firefighters to locate the seat of the fire
and extinguish it.
Thanks to the fast action of all resources at the scene, the
fire was stopped before it could fully establish itself inside
the attic, and the damage/extension was kept to a
minimum. As always, outstanding work by all who
responded!

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133

