While a new virus that originated in
China has prompted Americans to
wear masks on the subway and cancel
international trips for fear of falling ill,
a much deadlier killer already stalking
the United States has been largely
overshadowed: the flu.
Like the new coronavirus, influenza can spread from person to person
Photo by Terry Pierson, The Press-Enterprise/SCNG
through the air and cause a fever and cough. But unlike the coronavirus,
which so far hasn’t led to any deaths in the U.S., influenza has killed
roughly 10,000 Americans since October, according to federal data
released Friday.
“Here in the U.S., this is what is killing us,” said UC Riverside
epidemiologist Brandon Brown. “Why should we be afraid of something
that has not killed people here in this country?”
MORE HERE
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Explosion/No Fire
EMS
Traffic Collisions
Technical Rescue
HazMat
Service Calls
Lift Assists
Good Intent
Cancelled Calls
Alarm Activations
Miscellaneous/severe weather
Citizen Complaint
Total Calls

EMS Calls – GOALS REACHED
Measurable
90%
MFR
NFPA
Alarm Handling
0:00:58
90.6%
92.6%
Turnout
0:01:29
90.4%
58.2%
Travel
0:07:18
77.9%
40.7%
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0:31:45
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2.1%
FIRE Calls – GOALS REACHED (8-week data)
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Alarm Handling
0:01:02
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0:01:46
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0:10:26
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Murrieta Fire & Rescue ● 41825 Juniper Street, Murrieta, CA 92562 ● www.MurrietaCA.gov ● 951.304. (FIRE) 3473

5
12
37
$332.00
1
1
40

Investigations

2

Developed Properties
Vacant Properties
Weekly
$634.00
DIF

0
0

Weekly
DAF

$0.00

FIRE DISPATCH I Murrieta Fire & Rescue

Captain Eric Ackerman
Firefighter skills proficiency:
How many things cans you really be good at ?
Fire Rescue 1 • Jan 29, 2020 • by Bruce Bjorge

Today’s firefighters are stretched to the limit on the
number of tasks we are called upon to perform. It
presents the question: How many different skills can
one person really perform well?
This is an honest question many of us may not be
willing to answer honestly. Our profession looks much
different than it did 20 years ago. Today, America’s
firefighters are who you call for a multitude of
problems—or when you don’t know who else to call.
Firefighters are asked to perform many different tasks
beyond firefighting. Many of us are members of fire
departments that provide fire suppression and EMS in
a transport or non-transport role. Many of these same
organizations also operate a special operations
division that includes dive rescue, swift water rescue,
fireboat operations, large area search, high-angle
rescue, confined space rescue, trench rescue,
structural collapse, vehicle/machinery rescue
and hazardous
materials
incident
response.
MORE HERE

Captain Eric Ackerman

Firefighter PPE Compliance: How to achieve buy-in
Fire Rescue 1• Feb 3, 2020 • By Robert P Avsec

As we closed out the decade of the 2010s, one of the
hottest topics is protecting firefighters from
carcinogens, toxic chemicals and toxic compounds
present in the products of combustion in today’s
structure fires.
The proper use of the structural firefighting protective
ensemble during fire suppression operations and the
decontamination of personnel as they exit the hazard
area have become of paramount concern for
firefighters and officers alike.
FIREFIGHTER PARTICIPATION VS. COMMITMENT
A useful analogy to aid in understanding the meaning
of
and
differences
between participation and commitment involves the
roles of a chicken and pig in the preparation of a
MORE HERE

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

EMS Coordinator Jennifer Antonucci
EMS Law Line: A New You in 2020!
JEMS • Jan. 13, 2020 • by Christie Mellot, Esq, EMT-B

As we usher in another year, we have a suggestion for a
very important resolution that we want each of you to
consider for 2020: Take better care of yourself! We are
not just talking about losing weight, going to the gym or
working out more often — or even eating better. While
those are all fine resolutions, we think it much more
effective to focus on a more comprehensive picture:
improving both your physical and mental well-being.
Lawyers And EMS Professionals Have A Lot in Common
I know what you are thinking: What does a lawyer know
about any of this? Here is what I do know: EMS providers
and
lawyers have
a lot HERE
more in common than
First Responder
Information
you may think. It is each of our jobs to “absorb” everyone’s
bad days and try to make them better for the people that
need our help. As a lawyer for over 20 years, I can tell you
that absorbing 20 years’ worth of people’s bad days takes a
toll. As an EMS provider, especially as a “seasoned” EMS
provider,
it
can
easily
take
an
equally
MORE HERE

Fire Marshal Chris Jensen
Community Risk Reduction: What Should It Mean For Your Community
FireEMSPro • Oct 2, 2018 • by Robert Avsec

A review of the fire service landscape would seem to
indicate that this is somewhat true. Many departments
may be “changing the name on the shingle” without
defining the why, what, who, and how behind the name
change. However, a true Community Risk Reduction
program should be identifying and seeking solutions for
all the emergencies for which a department has a high
probability for a response.
Notice I wrote probability and not possibility in that last
sentence. While the possibilities for emergency response
by a department may be limitless, engaging in true
Community Risk Reduction activities can “narrow” those
possibilities to a more manageable list of probabilities.
MORE HERE
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Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
T1:
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Station 1: Roll-Up Door Repair
Station 2: Fire Station Alerting Zoning
Station 3: Architectural Quotes

E4R:
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Fire Rescue
1• Jun 20, 2019 • By FireRescue1 Staff
E5:

Battalion Chief Steve Kean
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B2:
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B3:
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B4:
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OES:
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R5:
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WT:
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A&L:
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Station 4: Plymovent Repair
Station 5: Nothing to report

from Dawn Morrison

A Better Way to Measure your PSAP’s Performance
The Healthy Dispatcher • April 2, 2016 • By Adam Timm

Speaking with PSAP directors and communications
managers across the country, some painful realities are
expressed consistently. Morale is at an all-time low.
Attrition is preventing staffing levels from getting
to where they need to be. Absenteeism is out of control.
Claims for injury-on-duty are on the rise, filed by
employees with less and less time on the job.
Day-to-day, things feel really challenging, both for
leadership and the line.
But the traditional performance metrics don’t reflect this
harsh reality. On paper, everything looks a-ok. Better
than ok!
You’re answering 90% of all 9-1-1 calls within 10 seconds;
the call abandon rate is low; the dispatch queue is being
handled efficiently; officers are getting the calls quickly;
your team is on top of field emergencies; non-emergency
calls are getting timely attention; and complaints are
comparatively infrequent, given increasing call volume.
MORE HERE
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from Chief Ken Shuck (Instructor)

Carlee, daughter of MFR Analyst Dawn Morrison

The Murrieta Valley High School Fire Science Technology program has over 100
students from all 4 grade levels. Currently, we are training on personal
protective equipment (PPE) and specifically the care and use of self-contained
breathing apparatus (SCBA). Many of the students are members of the Murrieta
Fire & Rescue (MFR) Explorer program and their knowledge and experience is
useful in helping out their classmates. The support of MFR Fire Chief Lantzer is
greatly appreciated. To find out more about Murrieta Fire Explorers click this
link.
The Fire Science program has both male and female students’ in attendance. We
are excited to see the diversity and inclusion in the fire service beginning at the
ground level.

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Sharon Holland & Al from Bear Creek Masters
Association presenting a donation certificate to
Chief Hadden and Chief Lantzer.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

A cookie donation brought by Rylee Jones who
attends Murrieta Elementary and they are
celebrating “It’s Cool to be Kind” week. Her Dad is an
Engineer with San Bernardino Fire so the Fire
Department is very dear to her heart. She told us
that when she was considering who she wanted to
be kind to, the Fire Department was an easy choice.

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Introducing: Ryan Ponitz
MFR Volunteer Photographer
My name is Ryan, I’m 24 years old, living in Murrieta and have a passion for Fire
photography. It started during the Holy fire when I got the first experience of being in the
action and seeing the professionalism close up.
I’ve always wanted to be in the Fire service but do to an unfortunate back injury I wasn’t
able to get to the academy. I thought being a photographer and covering the fires and
incidents around the city would be a good way to represent the service and get the
information to the people would be a great in-between and I haven’t looked back.
I love what I do and having the opportunity to meet and work alongside some of these
amazing folks has been a great experience.

Ryan Ponitz is the third volunteer photographer to join our team. He has a close working relationship with our longtime
volunteer photographer Joe Fanaselle and also Daniel Biggs, who joined our team last summer. Welcome Ryan!

In the Field Reporting with Ryan
MFR Volunteer Photographer

Sunday February 2, 2020
1:02 AM
A structure fire call came out on Silver
Breeze Ct. in Murrieta. Murrieta Fire &
Rescue Batt1B , E2,E3,E4,E5,MP2,&TR1
were dispatched. Upon arrival, smoke
was seen coming out of the top of the 2
story residence. Teams vented the
Bravo(Left) side of the home and the
roof. Small attic fire, unknown what
cause at this time.
No injuries to either MFR or residents.

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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In the Field Reporting with Ryan
MFR Volunteer Photographer

Sunday February 2, 2020
12:54PM
The second significant structure fire call of the day came out on Madison Ave, Murrieta. Murrieta Fire & Rescue BATT1A,
E3, E4,E5, MP2, PREV1 ,& TRUCK1 responded to a 2 story residential with smoke reported as coming from vents on second
floor. Access was made and venting took place. Possible unattended candle started the fire.
All residents evacuated and no injuries to either MFR or residents.
Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Opportunity is knocking! Get your foot in the
door and start toward a career in the fire service.
Find out more about this Volunteer / Non Paid
position as a Murrieta Cadet Firefighter at

MFR CADETS.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Must be 18 years of age at application
submittal
Possession of a valid California Class C
Driver License at time of appointment
High School Diploma or GED
Accredited College Fire Academy or CSFM
Firefighter I
Valid EMT or Paramedic License
Valid CPR Certification
Valid CPAT or Biddle Certification

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133

