Three American firefighters battling
Australian wildfires were killed
Thursday in a plane crash during an
aerial firefighting mission.

Photo by Terry Pierson, The Press-Enterprise/SCNG

The fallen firefighters have not yet
been identified but were confirmed by
officials to be U.S. residents working
for Canada-based aerial firefighting

company Coulson Aviation.
While working in the Snowy Monaro Area in southern NSW (New
South Wales), Australia contact was lost with one of our large air
tankers, a Lockheed C-130,” a Coulson Aviation statement said. “The
aircraft had departed Richmond, New South Wales, with a load of
retardant and was on a firebombing mission. The accident is
reported to be extensive and we are deeply saddened to confirm
there were three fatalities.”
The cause of the crash has not yet been identified, and is under
investigation by the Australian Transport Safety Bureau and New
South Wales police, according to the Associated Press.
MORE HERE
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“The individual who says it is not possible should
move out of the way of those doing it.”
- Tricia Cunningham
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Captain Eric Ackerman
High-rise and mid-rise firefighting: Lobby control basics
Fire Rescue 1 • Jan 21, 2020 • by Fire Rescue 1 Staff

On the back cover of a book written by Houston Fire
Department District Chief (ret.) Matt Stuckey titled
“Firefighters and Highrises,” you will find a simple
quote that should strike a chord in the minds of every
company officer: “Many fire departments are
profoundly unprepared for high-rise fires.”
There is no truer statement related to high-rise
firefighting. And those same words can be used for
mid-rise firefighting.
In the two departments that I work for, we respond to
high-rise and mid-rise buildings on a regular basis. In
both departments, most members feel they are ready
for anything...

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

EMS Coordinator Jennifer Antonucci
Traumatic Brain Injury: What Happens in the Hospital
JEMS • Jan 21, 2020 • by Nicholas Johnson, BS, David Meyer, MD, MS,
Mark Dannenbaum, MD, Ryan Kitagawa, MD, and Henry Wang, MD,
MPH, MS

A 66-year-old man with a past medical history of atrial
fibrillation on Warfarin is found down at home with a scalp
laceration. The patient is conscious and alert but refuses to
go to the hospital. Two hours later, emergency medical
services (EMS) is called for worsening headache and nausea.
On initial evaluation, his heart rate is 126/min, blood
pressure 97/64 mmHg, respiratory rate 18/min, SpO2 93%,
and temperature 99°F (37.2°C). His Glasgow Coma Scale
(GCS) score is 11 (Eyes 2, Verbal 4, Motor 5). His pupils are
equal, round and reactive to light. EMS personnel place the
First Responder Information HERE
patient in a cervical collar and begin transport to a Level 1
trauma center. Paramedics establish an intravenous line and
provide supplemental oxygen via a non-rebreather mask…
MORE HERE

MORE HERE

Captain Eric Ackerman

Why there’s no doubt that cooler and more comfortable
PPE is also the safer option

Fire Marshal Chris Jensen
Fire Prevention: The Strategic War for Resilient Communities
FireHouse • Mar 1, 2019 • Daniel Byrne

Fire Rescue 1• Dec 9, 2019 • By Robert Avsec

Heat stress and its physiological impact on a firefighter
while wearing and working in their structural
firefighting protective ensemble, PPE, has been
garnering more attention in recent years in our efforts
to reduce firefighters' risk of injury or death. PPE
manufacturers are constantly searching for new ways
to keep firefighters safe from the external threats (e.g.,
thermal, mechanical, liquid) while at the same time
lessening the impact of heat stress on the firefighter
inside the garment.
HEAT STRESS CAN KILL YOU
On the campus of Skidmore College in Saratoga
Springs, New York the folks at the First Responder
Health and Safety Laboratory take the subject of heat
stress
and
firefighters
very
seriously.

I continue to advocate that today’s fire service members
transition their mindset from the kindly community civil
servants who respond to individual (and random)
neighborhood misfortunes to that of front-line troops in
this new world, where battlefield lines are drawn down
every community street and across every doorstep in
America. With any event to which a fire department
responds, the department’s ability to control and
mitigate that event not only directly correlates to the
security and resiliency of a community, but also their
citizens’ perception of it. If citizens feel insecure, then the
community is unsecure, and unsteadiness sets in and
chaos reigns.

MORE HERE

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133

MORE HERE
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Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
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Fire Rescue
1• Jun 20, 2019 • By FireRescue1 Staff
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Battalion Chief Steve Kean
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from Dawn Morrison

Fire Dispatch: Is It Time to Nationalize 9-1-1?
Firehouse• April 1, 2019 • By Barry Furey

In 1968, the first 9-1-1 call was placed in Haleyville, AL.
Since then, those three digits have been officially
designated for use in reporting emergencies
nationwide. In 2017, they were dialed more than 240
million times to summon help. We are truly one nation,
one number. Or are we?
While the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
promulgates rules that define 9-1-1, each of our 50
states has a say in its regulation. Over 5,700 primary
and secondary answering points across our country,
each using their own operating procedures, control
management and delivery. This leads to vast
differences in levels of service, but it doesn’t have to be
that way.
Read More
Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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2020 Firefighter Stair Climb Honoree:

CHRISTIAN

At the age of 6, during his last week of school in Kindergarten, he became ill with a high
fever and some leg pains. His parents took him to the hospital and they said that he just
had a virus. Approximately a month later he came down with the exact same symptoms
and again took him in and they said that he had probably contracted the same virus again.
He never really seem to fully recover but he did break the fever and was able to function
somewhat normally. Christian and his sisters went to Minnesota to visit their grandma and
when there, he became very pale and lethargic. On July 4th at a fireworks show, he slept through the entire thing and his
grandma had a hard time waking him up. His grandmother took him to the hospital and it was there that they realized his
hemoglobin was at an insane low level of 4. After some testing, they transferred him to children’s hospital and it was there that
he was diagnosed with High-risk acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Their life became a whirlwind at that point. He has now been in
treatment for almost 3 years and has a little less than a year to go. He is now just about 9 years old and will celebrate his
birthday next month. He is an amazing little boy. Welcome to the Murrieta Fire family Christian!
Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Calexico Fire Department announced on January 23, 2020 the passing of Retired Captain Pete Navarro.
Captain Navarro was hired in 1979 and honorably served the citizens of Calexico for 37 years before
he retired in December of 2016. Within those 37 years Captain Navarro inspired many young
Firefighters with his extensive love and knowledge of the fire service and charmed everyone he met.
On his days off Captain Navarro loved hanging out with his family and working on his classic cars.
Captain Navarro remains a role model through the stories that are told by the lives that he touched.
We send our condolences to his wife and his daughter that he loved so much. Thank you for your
service and you will be deeply missed.
Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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By Joe Fanaselle
Volunteer Photographer
Murrieta Fire & Rescue and the CAL FIRE/Riverside County Fire Department along with the California Highway Patrol
responded to an overnight fire involving a travel trailer in the city of Murrieta. The incident was reported just after
12:30 am on Tuesday morning along the southbound lanes of Interstate 215, just south of Scott Road. Murrieta
Engine 4 arrived at scene and reported one travel trailer fully involved, with the fire extending into the tow vehicle
(a Nissan Armada SUV). Cal Fire/County Engine 68 arrived just a moment later, and firefighters from both engine
companies deployed a hose line and knocked the fire down within about 10 minutes. All three southbound lanes of
I-215 were shut down while firefighters extinguished the flames, allowing for their safety while moving around the
trailer with the hose. Once the fire was knocked down, the CHP reopened the #1 and #2 lanes, and firefighters spent
approximately 20 more minutes performing mop up and overhaul. A tow company was summoned to the scene to
remove the burned vehicle and trailer. Thankfully, both occupants had safely exited the vehicle before the fire
became too intense. The driver advised that he was traveling southbound at about 55 mph in the #3 lane when he
felt a "jerking" sensation in the steering wheel, and then he saw sparks coming from the trailer in his rear-view mirror.
By the time he was able to pull over to the right shoulder, the fire was well established and he attempted to
disconnect the trailer from the tow vehicle, but was unsuccessful due to the intense heat. Thankfully no one was
injured, and as always, wonderful job by all responding agencies!
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For the last two weekends the Knolls residents participated in the 20-hour Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) training with 38 new team members and sponsored by Murrieta Fire & Rescue. The Knolls residents
were excited, enthusiastic and developed team building skills to help protect themselves and their neighbors in
a catastrophic event. The pictures represent a small portion of the class skills they learned. Congratulations to
all 38 CERT members on a job well done. Special thanks to Bonnie Casler, Chris Anderson and all the volunteers
who shared instructor responsibilities, built props, managed stations, ensured safety and worked to unite the
CERT members in this valuable training.

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133

