Scores of emergency workers
from region take part in mass
casualty exercise in Murrieta Murrieta, CA – Emergency responders
from throughout Southern California
converged on Murrieta Mesa High
School Tuesday (Oct. 23) as part of a
massive training exercise designed to
test the capabilities of rescue teams.
The drill simulated the aftermath of an active shooter who attacks theater students
on the Murrieta campus. Dozens of students – some of whom wore bloody makeup
and prosthetics to simulate injuries – played “victims” who were rescued, evaluated
and taken by ambulance to one of several area hospitals which took part in the
exercise.
“It is vital that we test the techniques and
procedures to be able to transport a large number
of patients, although we hope we never have to use
them,” said Ramon Leon, deputy director for
Riverside
County
Emergency
Management
Department, which hosted the event. “The
collaborative efforts of all those involved today
showed the importance of working together.”

Photos by Joe Fanaselle

The exercise started about 3:40 p.m. when a handful of “victims” began limping out
to a quad area near the front of the school. Within minutes, rescue workers streamed
onto the campus, bringing back students with varying injuries for evaluation. HERE
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Article: All The World's a Stage, and The
Fire Chiefs Merely Players - HERE
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Big Fire, Big Water; Little Fire, Little Water
Fire Engineering • By Michael DeStefano • March 17, 2016

Time and time again we have heard the saying “big fire, big
water.” What does this mean? Simply put, we need to
provide enough water in the initial attack line to put out not
the fire we see on arrival but rather the fire that we will
potentially have by the time we enter the structure and put
water on the fire. This is very common practice amongst
many of our departments across America, as seen by the
transition to the 1 ¾-inch attack line as the initial preconnect
commonly deployed at residential structure fires. These lines
are capable of providing more than 200 gpm with the correct
nozzle attached. This would appear to be a non-issue in the
fire service, but it seems we are forgetting the second task of
the fire service: property conservation.
We live in a world where the latest technology is desired to
provide additional comfort at the cheapest price possible.
This extends far beyond the use of smartphones and 80-inch
flat screen televisions. Our furniture, cars, mattresses, and
even the structures that we live in are increasingly made up
of synthetic materials. Synthetics are defined as a product or
substance made by chemical synthesis.
HERE

Airway, Breathing or Consequences: Medical-Legal
Consequences of Airway Mismanagement
JEMS • October 4, 2018
By Scott DeBoer, RN, MSN, CEN, CPEN, CCRN, CFRN, EMT-P , Michelle
Webb, RN, MSN, CRNA , John Pisowicz, RN, BSN, NRP, PI , Bob Page,
MEd, NRP, CCP, NCEE , Michael Seaver, RN, BA

In the first part of this two-part article, we reviewed the tools
and technology available to help ensure proper endotracheal
tube placement through the detection and evaluation of endtidal carbon dioxide (EtCO2).
The key takeaway from part one is that we need to understand,
use and trust the equipment available and the information we
are given. Each time; every time; all the time. When we lose
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that key principle,
bad things
As healthcare professionals, whether we work outside of
hospitals, inside hospitals or between hospitals, our experience
often leads us beyond direct patient care. For some, that means
focusing on management responsibilities. For others, it leads to
rewarding career paths in education and training. And for a few,
opportunities arise to bridge professional interests and engage
in the challenging work of providing expertise in medical-legal
situations.
MORE

Captain Eric Ackerman

Making your EAP work for your employees
EMS1.com • by Mike Taigman • October 18, 2018

When someone is openly suicidal, there’s a checklist most of
us walk through to assess how serious they are. The
paramedic in my office hit nearly every hot button on the list:
Her girlfriend had broken up with her, the dog she’d had for
seven years was put to sleep the week before and she’d
stopped in to say goodbye before ending it all.
She said, “I don’t want to live anymore. I’ve given everything
I own to Goodwill except for my car. There’s a long
straightaway on the highway near us without much traffic. I
figure that going over 100 miles per hour, I can hit the
concrete bridge abutment head-on without my seatbelt. That
should do it, don’t you think?”
She agreed to talk with a professional and I dialed the
number for our Employee Assistance Program from my office
phone. I told the person that answered, “I’m an EMS
manager and I have an actively suicidal employee in my
office with a clear plan.” He asked to speak with the medic
and I handed her the phone.
MORE

Fire Marshal Chris Jensen

What Firefighters Must Know About Fire
Protection Systems, Part 2
Fire Engineering • by Bill Gustin • May 1, 2018

Fire and building codes can be very dry information for fire
suppression personnel who would rather focus on firefighting
tactics. Codes and standards, such as those published by the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), however, have
an enormous effect on fire operations and can significantly
influence firefighting tactics.
Scenario 1
A fire breaks out in apartment 1503 in a 23-story waterfront
condominium. This is high-end real estate; each luxury unit
measures at least 1,200 square feet. First-arriving companies
observe light smoke from the balcony. Firefighters, equipped
with forcible entry tools and 200 feet of 1¾-inch hose, check
the fire alarm annunciator panel to verify the fire’s location,
the 15th floor, and recall the elevators to the lobby by placing
them in Phase I firefighter service.
MORE
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RCFCA Leadership Academy – Hosted by Murrieta Fire & Rescue. Forty-seven
students from 15 agencies attended this four day academy, which featured 14 speakers
and covered a number of contemporary issues facing the fire service.

Los Angeles Magazine – By Zoie Matthew
March 5, 2018

Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
T1: In service

Battalion Chief Steve Kean
Station 1: Nothing to report

T2R: In service
E2: OOS – Body repair

Station 2: Nothing to report

E3: In service
E3R: In service

Station 3: Transfer switch repair; emergency call box

E4: OOS: Service light on

Station 4: PPE extractor/dryer install

E4R: OOS: DEF Unit
E5: OOS – Transmission overhaul; AC
B2: In service

Station 5: Emergency call box

B3: OOS – Auto throttle; AC
B5: In service
OES: In service
R5: In service
WT: In service
A&L: In service

Predictive Services Website HERE
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They say the work of a PIO
is never done…
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