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Murrieta Fire & Rescue Citizen Academy Participants Flying High 
California wildfires: Why October is the
most dangerous month – By Paul Rogers
As calendars turn from September to
October, cooler weather may give many
Californians the idea that the brutal fire
season of 2018 is over.
But nothing could be further from the truth, according to fire experts
and state fire statistics. October is actually the most dangerous month
historically for wildfire risk in the state.
Seven of the 10 worst wildfires in recorded California history,
measured by the number of structures burned, have occurred in
October. So have the three deadliest, ranked by number of people
killed, according to Cal Fire, the state’s primary firefighting agency.
“We know what happens this time of year,” said Cal Fire Deputy Chief
Scott McLean. “We have historical knowledge of what can take place.
It’s not if. It’s when.”
The Mercury News - HERE
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Fires
Explosion/No Fire
EMS
Traffic Collisions
Technical Rescue
HazMat
Service Calls
Lift Assists
Good Intent
Cancelled Calls
Alarm Activations
Miscellaneous
Citizen Complaint
Total Calls

EMS Calls Only – Goals Reached
Measurable
90%
MFR
NFPA
Call Processing
0:48
99%
99%
Turnout
1:22
94%
72%
Travel
6:32
89%
46%
Total Response
08:06
90%
58%
FIRE Calls Only – Goals Reached
Measurable
90%
MFR
NFPA
Call Processing
1:34
88%
47%
Turnout
2:05
88%
49%
Travel
08:21
76%
29%
Total Response
10:13
88%
29%
FIRE PREVENTION/COMMUNITY RISK
Construction - New and Tenant Improvement
Planning: Design Reviews
4
Plan Submittals
13
Inspections
129
Plan Submittal/Inspection Revenue
$4,772
Routine and State-Mandated
Inspections
4
Re-Inspections
10
Number of Violations
18
Routine Fire Inspection Revenue
$387
Code Enforcement
1
Public Education
Public Education Presented
3
Public Education Attendees
80
Fire Investigations
Investigations
0
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Captain Sean DeGrave

Maintaining the Aggressive Firefighter

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

EMS Coordinator Jennifer Antonucci

One Year After Vegas: Medics with a New Perspective

Fire Engineering Blog • Jeremy Perrien • October 1, 2018

Nevada Independent • October 1, 2018 • by Jacob Solis

I can't tell you how often I have heard, "This is the way it has
always been done." Does this mean they are unable to make
any other decisions when faced with an emergency?

Mike Whitehead of Medic West wears many hats. Paramedic.
Educator. Father. On the night of Oct. 1, 2017, he was getting
ready to be a teacher. He was training a class of emergency
medical technicians and was headed to bed early after prepping
a test for the next day’s class.

Every firefighter wants to be a good firefighter but
sometimes we must ask ourselves, is good enough really
good enough? Let’s talk vacant structures for a second: is a
vacant structure vacant because you know nobody has lived
in it for weeks or months and it looks run down? The answer
is no structure is vacant until its searched and deemed all
clear.
I often wonder if we have brainwashed our personnel into
thinking that because a certain tactic has always worked,
there is no other way of doing things. We must remember
building materials and furniture materials have all changed in
the past several years and continue to change. Being stuck in
an old way and not staying up with the times, can be
dangerous. Remember, you cannot use 1990 technologies to
service 2018 problems. There is much argument on an
opinion of an aggressive fire attack: first I must say that
regardless how safe you try to make a scene, it is still
dangerous…
MORE HERE

Then he turned on the TV. As the first reports started hitting the
air, Whitehead knew he had to head to work.
“Something just kind of hit me strange,” he said.
On his way to the station, his fears seemed to be confirmed
First he
Responder
when
received aInformation
page for anyHERE
available off-duty personnel to
report to to the station. By the time he arrived, it was
“organized chaos,” something he called “a beautiful thing.”
More than 100 ambulances would head to the scene that night,
every single one in the valley.
“We drained ourselves of everything,” he said. “Everything that
we had was out there. If it had wheels and could move, it was
out there running calls.”

MORE

Captain Eric Ackerman

Local firefighter opens up about dark
side of the job
KGET.com • by MADELYN JANSSEN• September 27, 2018

BAKERSFIELD, Calif. - "Suck it up buttercup." That's the
stigma Kern County Fire Department Captain Derek Robinson
is fighting to change. He's been with the department for
more than 17 years. It was only last year that he himself
dropped the act, and decided it was time to ask for help. In
August he detailed that fight to overcome his emotional
injuries, in a Facebook post. He's sharing that to help reach
anyone else struggling with the same demons.
A study last year said first responders are more likely to die
from suicide than in the line of duty. PTSD and depression
rates among first responders are as much as five times higher
than among civilians. Robinson didn't realize for years that
he was among those suffering. But the Friday after
Thanksgiving 2017 he was called to a scene that changed
that. A family was ripped apart by a drunk driver. A mother
and child killed in a crash along Highway 99.
MORE

Fire Marshal Chris Jensen

Post-fire mudslide problems aren’t new
and likely to get worse
The Conversation • by Lee MacDonald • Pulled on Oct 2, 2018

Several weeks after a series of wildfires blackened nearly 500
square miles in Southern California, a large winter storm
rolled in from the Pacific. In most places the rainfall was
welcomed and did not cause any major flooding from burned
or unburned hillslopes.
But in the town of Montecito, a coastal community in Santa
Barbara County that lies at the foot of the mountains
blackened by the Thomas Fire, a devastating set of sedimentladen flows killed at least 20 people and damaged or
destroyed more than 500 homes. In the popular press these
flows were termed “mudslides,” but with some rocks as large
as cars these are more accurately described as hyper
concentrated flows or debris flows, depending on the amount
of sediment mixed with the water.
MORE

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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Either it is a séance or a
class on fire behavior.

Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
T1: In service

Battalion Chief Steve Kean
Station 1: FSA installation; emergency call box

T2R: In service
E2: OOS – Body repair

Station 2: FSA installation; emergency call box

E3: In service
E3R: In service

Station 3: FSA installation; cabinet doors; transfer
switch repair; emergency call box

E4: In service
E4R: OOS: Rear brakes, cosmetics

Station 4: FSA installation; PPE extractor/dryer install

E5: In service
B2: In service
B3: OOS – Auto throttle; AC

Station 5: Emergency call box; AC repair

B5: In service
OES: In service

Bids being sought for a
number of facility
improvements

R5: In service
WT: In service
A&L: OOS – Air mast

Predictive Services Website HERE

Need someone to visit with? The Counseling Group: 909-884-0133
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