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Captain Corelli is interviewed by Fox26 HERE

AHWAHNEE, Calif. (KFSN) - Monday is the
10th full day of the Ferguson Fire. Along with
claiming the life of Braden Varney, fighting the
wildfire has also led to six firefighter injuries,
including two just reported this past weekend.
The injured are all expected to make a full
recovery.
This comes as the fire continues to spread-- it
grew more than 20 percent over the
weekend, but fire crews are starting to gain
control. The fire has so far burned 33,743
acres. As of Monday morning containment
expanded to 13-percent.
HERE
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Captain Sean DeGrave - TRAINING DIVISION

Tailboard Talk: The Chief Made Me Do It!
Stopping Deviant Behaviors
Fire Engineering • July 16, 2018 • By Dane Carley and Craig Nelson

A person we will call “John” works at a fire station
about four miles from a freeway. There are stoplights
every two or three blocks on this stretch of road, and
they are not timed well; drivers often catch most of
them when they’re red. One day, John was running late
for work, so he drove 50 miles per hour (mph) down
this road, which is 10 mph over the posted speed limit.
John hit all green lights between the freeway and the
fire station. When he left work and drove home, he did
so at 50 mph and, again, all the lights were green from
the freeway to the fire station.
John takes this freeway a lot, so he has become
increasingly familiar with its traffic patterns. He has
noticed that many others drive 50 mph on this road,
mostly in the mornings when everyone is heading
toward the freeway from their neighborhood near the
fire station.

John also realized that many people who live in that
neighborhood also drive 50 mph on this freeway instead
of the posted 40 mph speed limit to increase the odds of
catching all green lights. These people pass police officers
occasionally, but no one slows down because it is rare
that a police officer will pull over a car driving 50 mph. It’s
as if the police officers have figured out the same thing
about the stoplights.
John often wonders why city engineers did not “time” the
lights to stay green for those who are driving 40 mph if
that the speed they determined as being safe for that
stretch of road. Or, if 50 mph is a safe driving speed, why
didn’t the engineers change the speed limit to 50 mph? Is
there some unknown political pressure on the engineers
First Responder Information HERE
regarding a 40 mph speed limit even though they know
the road is safe with a 50 mph speed limit? Many (if not
all) of you can relate to such a situation in your city. This
actually serves as a great example to help illustrate the
term “normalization of deviance.”
More HERE

EMS Coordinator
Jennifer Antonucci

Four myths of no-loads & decisional capacity assessment
A 9-1-1 call comes in for a 69-year-old female lift-assist.
The patient’s daughter tells you that she found her mom
on the floor that morning.
According to your patient care report (PCR): “The patient
appears in no distress and denies any complaints,” and
you “assist the patient to her walker and her chair.”
No past medical history, review of systems, or risk factors
are recorded in the PCR, and no vital signs or physical
exam are documented either.
A release at scene is called into 9-1-1 dispatch, and the
final call disposition in the computer-aided dispatch
system lists your unit as “cancelled.”
Several hours later, a second call comes into 9-1-1 from
the same address, and this time another crew finds the
patient in cardiac arrest.
Although most lift-assists don’t typically end this badly,
calls like this one are handled by 9-1-1 systems across the
country each day. In many instances, there’s little
documentation on the PCR—assuming one ever gets filled
out in the first place.
MORE HERE

To put this case in better perspective, you can do a quick
back-of-the-napkin calculation. If cardiac arrests represent
approximately 1% of 9-1-1 call volume, and approximately
half of these cases get worked, and 5–6% of them survive,
then in a system with an annual call volume of 100,000, 25–
30 patients will walk out of the hospital alive.
Saving these 25 patients is, by the way, something that
requires extraordinary personnel and operational resources
to accomplish, in addition to a substantial infusion of
political and financial capital. The point is that it takes a lot
to make a difference.
No-loads, on the other hand—whether lift-assists, refusals
or releases—make up about 15–70% of EMS system call
volume.
If you assume a conservative 25% no-load rate in a system
with an annual call volume of 100,000, then 25,000 patients
are at potential risk of getting worse—or even dying,
especially if the initial call to 9-1-1 somehow gets
mishandled.
MORE HERE
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INSPECTION SUMMARY

Community Risk Reduction: What Should It Mean
for Your Community?
Fire & EMS Leader Pro • by: Robert Avsec, Executive Fire Officer • October 2, 2017

Prevention wants to alert Operations of
some fire hydrant challenges with the
inability to open the 4 inch ports on Calle
Del Lago, Via Princessa, Calle Hermosa
and Agua Vista. See the attached photo.
The slopes and dirt around the fire
hydrants will not allow you to open the 4
inch ports without removing the hydrant
wrench every quarter turn. We have
reached out to the local water purveyor
who has informed us that the issue is the
property owners to deal with and not the
water purveyor. We have also reached
out to the property owners at each of
the locations (4-5 of them in this area)
and noticed them regarding the issue.
The 2 ½ inch ports are clear and available with no restrictions. Prevention will
continue to work towards compliance but wanted Operations to be aware in
case of a fire incident. Thanks, Fire Marshal Chris

Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
T1: OOS – Def Pump
T2R: In service (AC issues pending)
E2: OOS – body repair
E3: In service
E3R: In service

State Licensing Requirement
State Mandated Inspections
Business Inspections
Business Re-Inspections
Job Site Visits
Business Consultation
Knox Box Key Install
Investigation
FIRE-Final
FIRE-Alarm Final
FIRE-Flush
FIRE-Overhead Hydro
FIRE-Pre-Thrust Block
FIRE-Pre-Wire
FIRE- Rough
FIRE-Sprinkler Final
FIRE- Underground Hydro
Total

0
0
0
18
7
5
1
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
0
36

Total

1
3
4

Total

1
2
1
4

New Submittals
Tent
Building

Resubmittals
Fire Sprinklers
Underground water
Building

Plan Check Review
Approved
Corrections
Total

Fees Collected

$25,827.31

Battalion Chief Steve Kean
Station 1: FSA installation (cover wires)
Station 2: FSA installation
Station 3: FSA installation
 Transfer switch repair

E4: In service
E4R: OOS - AC
E5: In service

Station 4: FSA installation
B2: In service
B3: In service

Station 5: FSA installation (speakers)

B5: In service

Bids being sought
for a number of
facility
improvements

OES: In service
R5: In service
WT: In service
A&L: OOS – Air mast

Predictive Services Wesite HERE
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(Captain Eric Ackerman)

RESPONSE DATA
7
2
104
4
0
0
9
9
1
23
12
7
0
178

Fires
Explosion/No Fire
EMS
Traffic Collisions
Technical Rescue
HazMat
Service Calls
Lift Assists
Good Intent
Cancelled Calls
Alarm Activations
Miscellaneous
Citizen Complaint
Total Calls

EMS Calls Only – Goals Reached
Measurable
90%
MFR
NFPA
Call Processing
0:55
94%
96%
Turnout
2:09
65%
37%
Travel
6:38
88%
56%
Total Response
08:27
90%
57%
FIRE Calls Only – Goals Reached
Measurable
90%
MFR
NFPA
Call Processing
1:45
74%
47%
Turnout
2:40
62%
43%
Travel
7:44
75%
50%
Total Response
11:06
76%
33%

FIREHOUSE • Jo-Ann Lorber • May 26, 2017
How many fire service professionals do you know who are attached to their
smartphones, iPads, are up all night running emergency calls, then go to their
part-time job or jobs after they get off shift? Let me guess…lots! Ladies and
gentlemen, we are pushing the envelope day and night. We are trying to do so
much to get ahead or stay afloat, that we have forgotten to come up for air.
Now our bodies are beginning to pay the price.
Adrenal fatigue is probably one of the most under-diagnosed and underrecognized conditions by physicians and other healthcare providers. However,
it is estimated to affect 80 percent of people in the world. Chronic stress and
lifestyle affects the body’s ability to recuperate from physical, mental or
emotional stress. Whether for a short time, or a chronic condition, most
people will struggle with adrenal fatigue at some point in their life. As
firefighters, we have an increased chance of getting this disease as we are
constantly on the go. Our work schedules and the unpredictability of calls
wreak havoc on our bodies. Adrenaline soars and dips, our sleep is constantly
interrupted, and fatigue eventually becomes something we just live with on a
daily basis.
Functions of your adrenal glands
Your body has two adrenal glands, located just above each of your kidneys. As
part of your endocrine system, your adrenal glands secrete more than 50
hormones, many of which are essential for life. They include:






This resident had a fire behind her
house this morning and she remarked
that the crew responded very fast.
She brought brownie bites and
cheese and crackers for them.

Glucocorticoids—(cortisol) helps your body convert food into energy,
normalize blood sugar, respond to stress and maintain your immune
system’s inflammatory response.
Mineralocorticoids—(aldosterone) helps keep your blood pressure
and blood volume normal by maintaining a proper balance of
sodium, potassium and water in your body.
Adrenaline—this hormone increases your heart rate and controls
blood flow to your muscles and brain (fight or flight), along with
helping the conversion of glycogen to glucose in your liver.

Ironically, although your adrenal glands are there in large part to help you
cope with stress, too much of it is actually what causes their function to break
down. In other words, your heart rate and blood pressure increases, your
digestion slows, and your body becomes ready to face a potential threat or
challenge (i.e. structure fire, rollover crash, high-angle rescue, marine fire,
etc.).
MORE HERE
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MFR CERT Training

Transformer

on
a
secondary electrical line
goes out in Hot Springs;
power out during heat
wave. Some are forced to
the recreation center to
keep cool.
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