RESPONSE DATA

Rotary Club to Honor Murrieta Firefighter of the Year

Murrieta Fire & Rescue (MFR) is proud
to announce that Engineer Vincent
Cicconi has been named the
department’s 2016 Firefighter of the
Year. Vinnie joined the department in
2009, was promoted to engineer in
2013 and completed his Bachelor’s
degree in 2014. He is currently assigned
to Murrieta Fire Station 1 as an
Engineer / Paramedic assigned to Truck
1. As part of that assignment, he plays
an active role in the training program.
Engineer Cicconi will be honored at a
luncheon hosted by the Rotary Club of
Murrieta with a Vocational Service
Award on January 30, 2017.

Accreditation is a comprehensive selfassessment and evaluation model that
enables organizations to examine
past, current, and future service levels
and internal performance and
compare them to industry best
practices. This process leads to
improved service delivery.
CPSE's Accreditation Program,
administered by the Commission on
Fire Accreditation International (CFAI)
allows fire and emergency service
agencies to compare their
performance to industry best
practices in order to: Learn more HERE

Engineer Cicconi and his wife began
2016 with the birth of premature
twins, who required a great deal of
medical care. Understandably, he
spent several weeks focused on the
care of his wife and children following
their birth. Throughout his personal
family crisis, Vinnie continued to stay
engaged as the lead in a
comprehensive re-write of MFR’s
policy manuals. Engineer Cicconi has
also assisted the department with the
revision of the training manual and is
an active member of several
department committees.
When asked, Engineer Cicconi is the
first to assist in many projects and can
always be counted on for quality work.
His excellent attitude and work ethic
exemplifies integrity. He regularly
mentors others, addresses issues
immediately and does so without
bringing attention to himself. Vinnie
exhibits tremendous energy and has a
contagious smile that cheers everyone
who is in the room with him.
MFR participated in a nice get-together for
Aydain’s birthday over the holiday weekend. He
has become a darling of the department since
Christmas, when Dean Hale partnered with Cal
Fire to deliver some cool presents. Aydain has
been diagnosed with Neuroblastoma.
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Accreditation Training
Jan 18-20
Riverside County Chiefs mtg. Jan 19
TIP Academy
Jan 19-20
Chief teaches in Riverside
Jan 23
Departments Budget Retreat Jan 27
Councilman Lane Ride-along Jan 30
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Pictured: Aydain and his sister Julliette.
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Captain Sean DeGrave

Charleston Sofa Super Store
Part IV – Rob Godinho
The Charleston Fire Department did not have a system in
place for transferring command on emergency incidents.
Instead, the highest ranking officer automatically assumed
command with any pass-down of information from the
previous incident commander (IC). This often led to
confusion amongst the fire crews about who exactly was in
charge, and sometimes led to multiple ICs on the same
incident. Such was the case on the Sofa Super Store Fire.
On the evening of June 18, 2007, the first call went to the
store manager at 6:56 p.m.; it was only after the store
manager noticed that the fire was too large to put out with
a fire extinguisher that the manager called 911. The firstdue fire station was less than one mile away from the

EMS Coordinator, Jennifer Antonucci
KUDOS: FORSBERG, HALE, SCHAAF, & McDONALD

On December 29, they responded to a 17 year-old
with a complaint of chest pain. They treated the
patient as they would any cardiac patient and did not
dismiss the complaint due to the patient’s age of 17.
Patient treatment included aspirin, nitro, and IV fluids.
The patient was a STEMI! Door to balloon (D2B) was
39 minutes. EMS to balloon (E2B) was 61 minutes;
the national benchmark is 90 minutes! The patient
was sent to the cath-lab and received a stent.
He had an occlusion of the right coronary artery (RCA)
and was discharged home. The patient may have a
congenital disorder that contributed to the occlusion.
Excellent patient care and documentation!! - Jen
OUT-OF-HOSPITAL CARDIAC ARREST (OHCA)








The incidence of EMS-assessed OHCA in the U.S.
is 326,200.
Approximately 60% of OHCA are treated by EMS
personnel.
25% of EMS treated OHCA have no symptoms
before the onset of arrest.
The median age for OHCA is 66 years.
Cardiac arrest is witnessed by a bystander in
38.7% of cases.
The majority of OHCA cases occur at a home or
residence (69.5%).

Sofa Super Store. They were dispatched at 7:09 PM and
arrived on scene at 7:11 p.m. Within 6 minutes you could
hear firefighters inside screaming for water and for help, but
their radio traffic was continuously being stepped on by
engineers and the multiple ICs on scene. The first (and only)
supply line wasn’t established until 7:30 p.m. It had to be
drug across a very busy street, but due to a lack of police or
traffic control, it was being run over by passing vehicles,
requiring it to be replaced multiple times.
By 7:23 p.m., there was fire spotting across the hot tar on
the roof of the main warehouse. One rookie Charleston
firefighter called for the only mayday on the radio at 7:29
p.m., but his calls were never acknowledged because of
heavy radio traffic, and the fact that both of the ICs were
inside of the structure and not listening to the radio. (Part V
next week)

Getting the Most From Your History and
Physical Part 4: The Acute Abdomen by Kenneth
by Kenneth A. Scheppke, MD and Keith Bryer, BBA, EMT-P On Dec 1, 2016

Objectives
 Review chief complaints for abdominal pain;
 Discuss assessment of the location of abdominal pain;
 Review a detailed physical exam;
 Review identification of the most common and deadly
illnesses causing abdominal pain.
This is the fourth and final installment in this year’s series on the
history and physical. Previous articles:
• Part 1, chest pain: www.emsworld.com/12149999;
• Part 2, neurological patients, www.emsworld.com/
12171904;
• Part 3, respiratory patients, www.emsworld.com/
12197828.
You and your crew arrive at the home of a 30-year-old female
complaining of severe lower abdominal pain. As you park your
vehicle and put on your personal protective equipment, your mind
begins to sort out the possible causes.
As with our previous articles, this fourth installment will review the
appropriate steps for the paramedic to perform to make a logical
prehospital diagnosis.
- MORE
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Fire Marshal, Jason Briley

CRR: The fire service’s
next evolutionary step
Fire Chief, accessed 1.17.17
The American fire service is constantly
evolving. In the last two decades, the
role of the fire service has expanded to
become literally America’s all-risk
emergency service.
I, for one, still look for the loom-up or
column of black smoke during a fire
response. I’ve learned through
knowledge and experience how to read a
fire by the location, color and pressure of
the smoke showing. And when off-duty, I
still turn my head to hear and watch
every passing siren.
I get it that for most of us, firefighting is
still the prime motivation as to why we
became, and are, firefighters.

But the fire service must continue to
re-invent itself to better serve its
communities.
In the 1970s, this evolution was
apparent when we moved from a
certificate in advanced first aid to
registration as emergency medical
technicians. The evolution continued
with the advent of paramedicine
beginning in the Seattle and Los
Angeles areas and then spreading
across the country like a wildfire.
With advanced life support
prehospital care, the fire service took
a huge step toward assuring the
health and well-being of its
community.
-MORE
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Battalion Chief Steve Kean

Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
T1 – In service

Station 1:

T2 – In service

1.

E2 – In service (door parts on order)

Gas line and plumbing scheduled for
end of January; concrete patches done

Station 2:

E3 – In service

2.

E4 – In service

No activity

Station 3:

E5 – In service

3.

E21 – In service at Station 5
B2 – In service; H2O lights

No activity

Station 4:
4.

B3 – In service

Front roll-up door repaired, but having
issues again

B5 – OOS (transfer valve)

Station 5:

OES – In Service

5.

R5 – In service

Roll-up install has been scheduled
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GRIEF AFTER GHOST SHIP - HERE
Captain Eric Ackerman

Fire Fighter "Burnout." It Can Happen to the Best.
Brattleboro Retreat - 2017

Extraordinary Rewards—Extraordinary Demands
The challenges and stresses of being a fire fighter are unlike those in
almost any other profession. And no one knows better than you the
kind of realities that can tax you mentally and emotionally:






FAST FACTS

97%
The National Fire Protection Agency standard
for 9-1-1 ring time is 15 seconds or less, 95%
of the time. In December of 2015, our
dispatch center answered 2,114 MFR calls for
service, averaging 10-seconds or less, over
97% of the time!




Going in, you knew the job would be tough, but you've always been
the kind of person who puts service over self.
Even So, Have Things Been Piling Up of Late?
Perhaps you've known for a long time, or you're just beginning to
notice:






Penance for the loss…
COMMAND TIP – DOES SIZE-UP MATTER? - HERE

Command Tip of the Week

Long hours and unpredictable schedules
Difficult calls
Back-to-back runs involving life or death medical emergencies
Extended shifts that interfere with your sleep
Witnessing violence, injury and death in the community you
love.
Budget cuts that require everyone to do more with less.
Losing a friend and comrade in an explosion or building
collapse





You're just not yourself.
A certain tough call plays over in your mind.
You feel exhausted and on edge--but somehow you can't seem
to relax.
You have flashbacks or nightmares about a bad situation you
witnessed
A nagging back problem or other injury has caused you to feel
depressed.
The job is affecting your marriage and home life.
You feel increasingly isolated from friends and family
members.
You're drinking too much and/or abusing prescription or other
drugs
-More
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Lori Koza dispatching
during the Captains
Academy

Special order for pizza…I got dry chicken with tomato
on a wheat…just sayin’

45 Years Ago Emergency!
Debuts on NBC
On January 15th, 1972 the television
series Emergency debuted, starring
Randolph Mantooth and Kevin Tighe as
two specially trained firefighters, who
formed Squad 51, part of a newly
created innovative field of
paramedicine. They were authorized to
provide initial emergency medical care
to victims of accidents, fires, and other
incidents in the field in order to stabilize
them for transport to medical facilities.

Chief Kean, Captains Curran, Corelli,
Firefighter Riegelman, and
Probationary Firefighters Forsberg and
Anderson pouring concrete patches at
Station #1 – RESPECT!

The plot of the initial pilot described the
passing of state legislation, eventually
signed by then State Governor Ronald
Reagan, and was called “The
Wedsworth-Townsend Act.” It
authorized paramedic units to operate
in the field without conventional
medical personnel on site, albeit in
radio contact with an assigned hospital.
Squad 51 worked in concert with the
fictional Rampart General Hospital
medical staff.
Kalmia on Jan 9 – 6-inches of water

While some may poke fun at the antics of
“Gage and Desoto” this TV show set the
foundation for a fire-based approach to
providing paramedic care and ultimately
increase service to the taxpayer.
Randy Mantooth (firefighter/paramedic
John Gage) went on to become an
advocate for firefighters and paramedics
after the series ended. He continued to
give speeches and make appearances all
over the country at special events.
The fire service has grown significantly
over the past 4 decades, evolving its
advanced life support services and adding
a number of other responsibilities,
including hazardous materials, aircraft
crash rescue, wildland firefighting, urban
search and rescue, and homeland security
planning and response.
Idea for post, courtesy of the San Bernardino

