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Murrieta's fire force is the
department that could
Press Enterprise ● By Carl Love ● January 6, 2017

“There was a lot to do out in the
country,” from hunting to going
everywhere because everything was
empty fields. The closest neighbor was
a half mile away and dirt roads reigned.
Steve Kean, a Murrieta Battalion
Chief, grew up here too.
He said everybody knew everybody
back then. And, if you got in trouble,
the closest adult took care of
disciplining because they knew all
about you.

“We still hold those volunteer values,”
Tiss said. “Customer service is our
priority.”
At just 15, Tiss joined the department
as a volunteer in 1981 after a brush fire
threatened his childhood home and
volunteers raced to the rescue. His
mom had to drive him to the meetings
because he didn’t have his license yet,
but he wasn’t going to miss them.
He moved to Murrieta in 1969 when
he was 3. The head of the fire
department when he was growing up
was Marvin Curran – also his school bus
driver.
Asked what it was like being raised in a
town that numbered in the hundreds,
unlike the more than 100,000 of today,
Tiss said it was the best.

Vehicle versus pedestrian ● 10:26 p.m.,
January 8, 2017 ● Southbound 215 at
Clinton Keith Road: Engine 4, Battalion 1,
MPD, CHP and AMR responded to assist on
a report of a vehicle versus pedestrian.
Upon arrival, Engine 4 established the Keith
Incident Command (IC) and located the
victim in the number one lane.

Dominguez has served 43 years as a
firefighter. He moved to the area in
1987, at the time working as a
firefighter on Camp Pendleton. As
befits the community spirit, he too
volunteered with the Murrieta
department before getting on full time.
He was head of the firefighters’
association in the early 1990’s and was
in local newspapers plenty when the
department faced its greatest crisis.
About 15 people had to be let go
because of a brutal economic
downturn that brought the town’s
growth – at the time one of the fastest
rates in the state – to a standstill.
Traumatic as it was to see so many
friends lose their jobs, Dominguez and
Tiss proudly saw their beloved
department survive.
-MORE

After the initial assessment, fire medics
pronounced the victim deceased on scene.
Witnesses stated seeing the victim
attempting to cross the freeway when he
was struck by several vehicles traveling at a
high rate of speed. The south bound lanes
were shut down by CHP for personnel safety
and further investigation. Once the victim
was removed, IC was terminated and all
units returned to service.
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Captain Sean DeGrave

Charleston Sofa Super Store
Part III – Rob Godinho
The Sofa Super Store was originally a grocery store built in
the 1950’s or 60’s, but because of their lack of involvement
in new construction, the fire department has no paperwork
showing when exactly the building was first constructed.
What they do know is that the Sofa Super Store added two
large showrooms that were attached to the east and west
of the building, and another large detached warehouse to
the rear of the main building in 1994. Although the Sofa
Super Store was supposed to be sprinklered, it was never
enforced. The latest date that the store was inspected was
in 1998.
The lack of supervision and code enforcement eventually
led to the owners of the Sofa Super Store constructing an

EMS Coordinator, Jennifer Antonucci

illegal, non-permitted, enclosed breezeway that attached
the large rear warehouse to the main warehouse. Outside of
this area were hundreds of flammable containers and trash
that would pile up until a truck would come and haul it
away. It was in this area that the employees would have
their smoke breaks. It was also in this area that a discarded
cigarette was thrown into the trash debris and started the
fire which breached the breezeway on the evening of June
18, 2007.
Our host showed us videos that aren’t generally available to
the public because of the ongoing litigation. They showed
two different incident commanders (one battalion chief and
one assistant chief) giving the incoming first-due engine
conflicting orders on where to enter, which forced them
have to circle the block while the fire grew larger.
(Part IV next week)

Getting the Most From Your History and
Physical, Part 3: Respiratory Patients
by Kenneth A. Scheppke, MD and Keith Bryer, BBA, EMT-P On Jun 30, 2016

KUDOS: LACKEY, STANG, ANDERSON, & BENTLEY

They responded to a 59 year-old male with chest pain
and identified a STEMI (ST Segment Elevation
Myocardial infarction). Treatment and care was
excellent! EKG transmission simultaneously to
Riverside Community and Loma Linda Murrieta saved
valuable time!! Loma Linda received the EKG at 1623;
16 minutes before receiving the EKG from Riverside
Community. On a holiday weekend, this gave the
emergency department and Cath Lab team 16 extra
minutes to prepare for the patient.
The patient had 100% occlusion of the LAD (left
anterior descending) artery. Hospital Door to Balloon
(D2B) time was 48min! EMS to balloon (E2B) time
was 71 min!! The national benchmark is 90min!
Time is muscle!!
GENERAL CHARACTERISTIS OF PNEUMONIA VS. CHF

The patient was discharged home!

Objectives




Review strategies to accurately differentiate pneumonia
from CHF in the field
Examine several deadly causes of dyspnea
Discuss common but less dangerous etiologies of shortness
of breath

You and your crew are called to a nursing home for a patient
complaining of shortness of breath. You find the elderly female
patient hypoxic and, after initial stabilization, perform a full history
and physical examination. Your protocols offer specific treatment
guidelines depending upon the etiology of the shortness of breath.
Is this pneumonia with sepsis that requires large boluses of IV
fluids? Or is this CHF that requires CPAP, nitroglycerin and possibly
diuretics? Are you dealing with COPD, pulmonary embolism or
spontaneous pneumothorax? What clues should you look for in
your history and physical examination to help you arrive at the
correct prehospital diagnosis?
It is well known that differentiating between pneumonia and CHF
can be difficult in the prehospital arena. It is also known that giving
a diuretic like furosemide to a patient with pneumonia can
potentially cause harm.
- MORE
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Fire Marshal, Jason Briley

Ghost Ship lawsuits call
warehouse a 'death trap'

CNN) - A slew of people, including
the building owner and employees
of various city and county
departments, knew Oakland's Ghost
Ship warehouse posed dangers long
before a deadly blaze killed 36
people earlier this month
(December 2), the parents of two
partygoers who perished have
alleged in (sic) lawsuits.

Among those who should've been
aware of the hazards are members of
the Oakland Fire Department who
"attended and held a music event"
there prior to the deadly fire, the
lawsuits say without elaborating. They
also note that the nearest fire station
is about a block away.
"We have filed this lawsuit against the
owners of the building, ... against
those who were involved with the
event, the promoters and the person
who was putting on the show. And we
have also filed against the person who
was like the manager," said San
Francisco attorney Mary Alexander,
who is representing the families of
Griffin Madden and Michela Gregory.
-MORE

INSPECTION SUMMARY
FIRE-Alarm Tie-In
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Approved
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2
2
1
1
6
0
1
2
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
$585

Battalion Chief Steve Kean

Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor
T1 – In service

Station 1:

T2 – In service St 3

1.

E2 – In service (door parts on order)

Gas line and plumbing scheduled for
end of January

Station 2:

E3 – OOS

2.

E4 – In service

No activity

Station 3:

E5 – OOS

3.

E21 – In service at Station 5
B2 – In service

No activity

Station 4:
4.

B3 – In service

Front roll-up door repaired, but having
issues again

B5 – OOS (transfer valve)

Station 5:

OES – In Service

5.

R5 – In service

Roll-up install has been scheduled

FIRE DISPATCH I 50-year Anniversary I Issue #68

TED TALK: THE PUZZLE OF MOTIVATION - HERE

Great video presentation by Daniel Pink

Captain Eric Ackerman

7 truths about fire service retirement
March 3, 2015 Fire Rescue 1
If you think it is hard to get into the fire service, wait until you try to get
out; here are things you can do now to navigate that end-of-career change

Retirement from a life-long career can be a stressful event, regardless
of the field. Research conducted in the military and law enforcement
fields shows that retirement from a career in public safety can be
more stressful than retirement from the civilian workforce.
FAST FACTS

Most firefighters I've ever had the pleasure to know have worked hard
to get their first job. For many of us, that journey started in the
volunteer ranks where we cut our teeth in the business.

Most career firefighters (70%) are in
communities that protect 25,000 or more
people.

Many others worked for two or three paid-on-call services or
"comboed" a fire department job with an EMS gig before getting that
one job that paid enough to make it their sole fire service endeavor.

Most volunteer firefighters (95%) are in
departments that protect fewer than 25,000
and more than half are located in small, rural
departments that protect fewer than 2,500
people.

Impact of the FULL MOON

Is there any truth to the belief
that a full moon makes busier
nights for emergency workers or
hospital emergency rooms?
In a word, NO. There have been
countless studies on this myth
that show there to be no
correlation between busy nights
and a full moon.

Then once we were in, we immersed ourselves in the fire service
culture. Our fellow firefighters became our second family; truth be
known, we spent more time with that family than we did with our
spouses and children.
The break up
When that retirement date comes and goes it might seem like a
divorce. Suddenly, that second family will be nowhere to be found.
Getting into the fire service was easy compared to what it was like to
leave it.
The only other careers that parallel that of the fire service — that
strong sense of camaraderie, daily exposures to the unknown, and
retirement at an early age — are found in law enforcement and the
military.
Here are a few things that you can expect to experience once you hang
up your turnout gear for the last time.
1. The loss of camaraderie is real.
No matter how much you complained, you will miss your fire service
family within a relatively short period of time. The term divorce is an
apt description, despite it being an amiable one.
- More
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Rain or shine, the boys are training hard for the big one!

Chief
Ferguson’s
Mom and her
husband
Clayton receive
their TIP
certifications.

Traffic backed up on January 8, following a fatality accident on I-215.

Kalmia on Jan 9 – 6-inches of water

Some nice “thank you” comments from the
kids that received toys at Christmas

