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Chief, all of us who have ever
worked at Station 3 know what the
Fall season brings to the parking
lot. Lots of leaves! And I do mean a
lot of leaves. Well, Engineer Nelsen
took the time to thank Excel
worker Jilberto for all of his
continued hard work performed at
Station 3 and even gave him and
his children a gift. The simple
gesture was greatly appreciated by
Jilberto as well as his children.
- Mike

Murrieta Fire & Rescue recently
conducted a live fire training
exercise, in an acquired structure
provided by the City of Murrieta.
This partnership allowed our
seven new recruits the
opportunity to gain real-life
experience in a controlled
environment. Several Murrieta
Fire & Rescue cadre members
conducted three days of training.

Photos by Joe Fanaselle

A special thanks to Captain Richard Martinez and Fire Marshal Jason Briley for providing great
leadership and experience in a highly technical and dynamic training environment. - Sean

IN THE QUEUE
 Councilman Lane Ride-alongs – Dec. 27 & 29
 CPR & First Aid Training – Jan. 7
 Captains Academy – Jan. 9 – 12
 Last Out Training – January (various dates)
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- EMS Coordinator Jennifer Antonucci

Getting the Most from Your History and Physical: Chest Pain Patients
by Kenneth A. Scheppke, MD and Keith Bryer, BBA, EMT-P

“Paramedics do not make diagnoses.”
This is a quote uttered frequently in prehospital
emergency medicine, and it’s one of the larger myths
that still exists. It is a throwback idea from a bygone
era and a thought pattern that restrains the true

potential of the field. It supports the erroneous
assumption that prehospital emergency medicine is
not a true profession with highly skilled and
knowledgeable personnel who provide daily advanced
assessment and treatment across our nation.
-More

- Captain Sean DeGrave

The Charleston 9 and the Sofa
Super Store Fire – Part II
Rob Godinho, Firefighter/Paramedic
On June 18, 2007, Captain David Griffin found
himself in an acting engineer position and on the first-in
engine company, responding to what would be one of
the top ten most deadly fires in the history of the United
States fire service. This would also be his first fire as an
engineer.
Griffin started speaking about the Sofa Super Store
fire three years ago, after he attended a presentation
where an outside speaker spoke about the fire, based
off the information he gathered from the many thirdparty reports. Several of the agencies that wrote the
reports produced nearly 200 recommendations for
changes and improvements for the Charleston Fire
Department (CFD). Rather than cover everything that
went wrong, leading up to the deadly fire, my goal is to
highlight the culture, tradition, lack of training, and the
fire activity timeline that contributed to the deaths of
the Charleston 9.
Griffin said he was sickened about how much
misinformation there was and wanted to start teaching
fire service personnel about his first-hand experience of
what really happened, including all of the mistakes
made before and during this deadly fire. Griffin
presented a humble presentation, making no excuses
and holding nothing back, so others could learn from
their mistakes.
In 2007, CFD took pride in being a large city fire
department with a long history of practicing unsafe acts,

such as; riding tailboard to fires; putting a kitchen
sponge in their mouth instead of donning their selfcontained breathing apparatus (SCBA) mask; not
wearing their SCBA waist strap or helmet chin strap; or
securing their seatbelt, because they thought it made
them look “cool”. Griffin stated that CFD had many
“outstanding” firefighters, mainly because many of
them could be seen out standing around the fire scene,
not doing anything. Their “standard” for air in their 2216
PSI SCBA cylinders was that they were left in-service on
the apparatus, even if they were down to 1500 PSI. They
often would “update” their pre-incident plans by taking
the old plan, updating the date, and putting it back into
the binder. They never left the station or revisited the
buildings they were updating. They also didn’t train.
They made fun of the smaller mutual-aid departments
around them, because all they did was train.
Charleston firefighters were known as “Booster Boys”
by other departments, because they would often pull
only the booster line on all types of fires. They were
admittedly lazy and the booster line was easier to clean
and put away when the fire was out.
In 2007, they had no idea how a thermal imaging
camera (TIC) worked or what a rapid intervention crew
(RIC) was or any idea of how a “mayday” response was
supposed to be handled. They didn’t utilize
accountability passports or PAR and CAN reports. Their
ICS system was something they made up in-house and
was extremely ineffective. They didn’t have a Fire
Marshal and stopped doing commercial business
inspections in 2001. (To be continued next week.)
Rob Godinho recently took advantage of a training opportunity entitled,
The Charleston 9. It reviewed a study for change, following the Sofa
Super Store fire in 2007, that took the lives of nine Charleston, South
Carolina, firefighters. In his own words, Rob will use this forum over the
next few weeks to share his perspectives on what happened.
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- Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor

T1 – In service

E21 – In service at Station 4

T2 – In service

B2 – In service

E2 – In service (electrical)

B3 – In service

E3 – In service

B5 – OOS (transfer valve)

E4 – OOS (air purge valve)

OES – In Service

E5 – In service

R5 – In service

3

- Battalion Chief Steve Kean

Station 1:
Station 2:
Station 3:
Station 4:
Station 5:

Gas line and plumbing delayed by contractor
No activity
No activity
Front roll-up door repaired, but having issues again
Roll-up install is scheduled for after the holidays
- Fire Marshal Jason Briley

Enjoy your New Year
celebration, but remember...
fireworks are illegal in
Murrieta.
Dates: December 19-22
Fire Final
Fire Overhead Hydro
Fire Rough
Fire Sprinkler Final

3
1
2
6

New Submittals
 Fire Sprinkler
 Building

5
2

Resubmittals
 Fire Alarm
 Building

1
1

Approved Plan Reviews
Plan Review Corrections

7
3

Fees Collected

$9,891
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So we can all go home…

- Captain Eric Ackerman

December 19 - 25

Life Safety Initiative - 15

OPERATIONS

th

The 15 life safety initiative advises for “the
enforcement of codes and the installation of home fire
sprinklers”. The logic behind this initiative is simple: fewer
fire responses and smaller, contained fires equal a better
protected public and fewer firefighter injuries and fatalities.
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) put out a
fact sheet to this effect back in October 2012 (here), which
provided the following powerful facts:




Sprinklers reduce civilian fire injury medical costs by
53%
Sprinklers reduce civilian fire injury total costs by 41%
Sprinklers alone are responsible for an estimated 65%
reduction in firefighter fireground injuries

Given this information, it is obvious why this push is so
important. We must all encourage and embrace this
initiative to ensure the safety of our fellow firefighters, as
well as our neighbors.
The State of California adopted an addition to the State
Fire Marshal’s Building, Fire, and Residential Code in
2010 requiring sprinklers in all new one and two family
dwellings and townhouse construction statewide (here).
This has allowed us to require sprinklers in these
residences in all new homes in the city and improve fire
safety within the city. While this is a great step for safety,
the majority of the homes within the city remain nonsprinklered and we must continue to train our members
and educate the public on the value and importance of fire
safety.

- Dawn Morrison

75
1
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1
24
14
7
28
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167

EMS
Fires
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Hazardous-No Fire
Public Assistance
Beeping Smoke Detectors
Police Assist
Cancelled Calls
False Alarms
Miscellaneous
Total Calls

EMS CALLS ONLY
Call Processing Time (Secs): 37
Turnout Time (Mins):
1:22
Travel Time (Mins):
3:51
Total Time to Arrival (Mins): 5:50
FIRE CALLS ONLY
Call Processing Time (Mins):
Turnout Time (Mins):
Travel Time (Mins):
Total Time to Arrival (Mins):

1:35
1:06
5:07
7:48
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“Auntie Jen”
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City Council presentation to retiring Captain Phil
Dominguez (above) and Captain Evan Tiss (below).

Maria Ferguson and Juana Lantzer making a delivery.

Real men wear pink!

