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The Liberty Fire Burns 300 acres off of Los Alamos in Murrieta
December 7, 2017: Response crews totaled over 300 firefighters from
Murrieta, Cal-Fire/Riverside County, Hemet, Pechanga, Palm Springs,
Riverside City, Corona, US Forest Service, and teams as far away as
Arizona, Colorado, and even Australia. Fire was joined by the Murrieta
Police Department, Riverside County Sheriffs Office, Murrieta Unified
School District, and City staff, who operated out of the Emergency
Operations Center.
“Murrieta is a special place with amazing employees and citizens,”
commented Mayor Ingram. “As we grieve for those who have lost
their homes and lives in the numerous fires throughout California, we
are thankful that we were spared such a devastating result. We cannot
say thank you enough!”
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FIRE DISPATCH I 70-year Anniversary
Captain Sean DeGrave - TRAINING DIVISION

December 11, 2017 – The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
released the latest edition of its “U.S. Firefighter Injuries” report, which
highlights data on injuries sustained by firefighters on duty in 2016. The
statistics were collected from fire departments responding to NFPA’s
annual U.S. Fire Experience survey.
There were 62,085 U.S. firefighter injuries in 2016, reflecting an 8.8
percent decrease from 2015, making this the lowest rate of injury since
1981, when NFPA began analyzing firefighter injury data. Of those injuries,
19,050 (30.6 percent) resulted in lost time.
The leading injury types in 2016 were: dtrains, sprains and/or muscular
pains (52.6 percent), and wounds, cuts, bleeding, and bruising (15.2
percent)
Firefighters were more likely to be injured on the fireground resulting in
24,325 (39.2 percent) of the firefighter injuries. The leading cause of
injury during fireground operations was overexertion and strain (27.1
percent). Injuries also occurred off the fireground. Other types of duty that
resulted in firefighter injury were:
MORE

EMS Coordinator
Jennifer Antonucci

Cramer began his career as a first responder in 1993 as an
EMT and then a Paramedic with North Valley Ambulance,
now known as AMR. He went on to work for the Anderson
Fire Department before moving to the Redding Fire
Department almost 17 years ago.
While most people would be frustrated or angry when
describing the problem, Cramer calmly talked about the
influx of heroin he’s seen, saying it’s something his crew
deals with on a daily basis.
“We weren't seeing anything like what we’re seeing now.
We’re seeing more heroin than I’ve ever seen over 24 years,”
said Cramer.
REDDING, Calif. - When he began his career as a first
responder in 1993, Redding Fire Captain Steve Cramer
never imagined he would be dealing with an opioid
epidemic as bad as the one the Northstate is facing
today.
It’s a quiet Wednesday afternoon at Station 5. Cramer is
poised but relaxed, ready to respond to the first tone of
the alarm. The rest of the crew sits behind us, listening
closely to what he has to say.

Cramer said most of the calls they go on are for people who
accidentally use more heroin than they should because every
dose is different.
“Usually when they’re overdosing, it’s not because they tried
more,” he said. “Whatever they have been using takes a
certain amount to get them high and because there is no
regulation on it, maybe the next dose they get hasn’t been
cut as much as the last so while a half a CC got them high the
last time, a half a CC will kill them this time because there’s
more actual drug in the dose the second time.” HERE
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INSPECTION SUMMARY

A year after Ghost Ship, Oakland still has inspection
troubles, illegal warehouses
By Kimberly Veklerov • San Francisco Chronical • November 30, 2017

A year after the Ghost Ship fire, people are still living in unlawfully converted
artist warehouses throughout Oakland, and city officials have yet to fully
correct deficiencies in their inspection programs to prevent another disaster.
The city still has a backlog of roughly 1,000 commercial properties it has not
inspected as required by state law. And 21 of 32 buildings brought to the
city’s attention after the Ghost Ship fire for possibly holding unauthorized
events or residents, remain out of compliance with building and fire codes.
Some are used as dwellings. The city acknowledges it probably does not have
a full tally on illegally converted buildings or the hazards they may hold.
City officials have defended their response to shortcomings that drew
scrutiny after the fire, saying they have taken steps to make Oakland safer
than it was a year ago. They point to an array of new policies, better
technology systems to improve communications and the recent hiring of
inspectors. And they say the fire that killed 36 people on Dec. 2, 2016, was a
unique event at an outlier warehouse, and the dangers in Oakland are no
worse than those anywhere else.
MORE

Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor

FIRE-Overhead Hydro
3
FIRE-Rough
3
Business Inspections
6
Business Re-Inspections
3
Citizen Complaint Inspections
0
Job Site Visits
2
Business Consultation
1
Knox Box Key Install
3
Investigation
0
Total
21
New Submittals
Fire Sprinklers
1
Building
1
Total
2
Resubmittals
Fire Sprinklers
5
Fire Alarms
0
Underground Water
0
Building
0
Total
5
Plan Check Review
Approved
0
Corrections
1
Total
1
Fees Collected
$5,567

Battalion Chief Steve Kean

T1: In service

Station 1: Plymovent air compressor

T2: In service

Station 2: Relocating PT equipment

E2: In service
E3: In service

Station 3: Generator transfer switch repair

E4: In service

Station 4: Sink drains

E5: In service
E21: In service
B2: In service

Station 5: Cell tower construction; upgrade
FiOS

B3: In service
B5: In service
OES: In service
R5: In service
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More Thank You Notes
Captain Eric Ackerman
Earlier this evening, I covered a story about a fatal
accident at the intersection of Winchester Road
(Highway 79) and Scott Road. A motorcyclist reportedly
ran a red light and collided with a van, causing both
vehicles to burst into flames. The rider was thrown
several hundred feet, and was pronounced dead at the
scene after about 20 minutes of attempted life-saving
measures performed by witnesses and first responders.
In my four years as a volunteer firefighter, one year as a
911 dispatcher, and 12 years as a breaking-news
photojournalist/public safety photographer, I've pretty
much seen, or heard, or been a part of anything you
could imagine. For as many fatalities as I've seen, I
thought I'd gotten pretty callous to these scenes,
especially when someone is being really reckless and
doesn't harm anyone else (the driver of the van in
tonight's incident thankfully only had minor injuries). But
for some reason, this one really got to me. Maybe it's
just because I'm getting older and watching my son grow
up in front of my very own eyes, and it's giving me a new
perspective on life. But I just couldn't help thinking
about how many lives were turned upside down tonight.
I could see that he was wearing a wrist watch, and that
he was wearing work boots. This man was probably a
father, and a husband, and a son, and a brother, and an
uncle, and a cousin. He was surely loved by his friends
and family, and just like that, he was gone. I'm sure he
was planning on making it home safely from his ride this
evening, and he probably had all kinds of stuff planned
for tomorrow. They say not to take today for granted,
because tomorrow is not guaranteed. It's amazing just
how fragile life is, and how quickly things can take a
dramatic turn for the worse. Not only was this man's
soul taken from the earth this evening, but his family's
world was turned upside down. The witnesses, and the
woman driving the van are also victims in this incident,
and will surely remember the events of tonight for the
rest of their own lives. Most of them probably won't
sleep well tonight, and many of them may not even
sleep well for months or years. So remember to hug your
loved ones tightly every time you have the chance.
Remember to not sweat the small stuff - those little
things really aren't a big deal. And most importantly,
remember to slow down a little - both to enjoy life as it
passes you by, and to give yourself a better chance of
being here to enjoy tomorrow. It's better to be 5 or 10
minutes late than it is to not arrive at all.

Costa Mesa paramedic is on the front line in
effort to prevent first-responder suicides

Los Angeles Times • November 30, 2017 • By Daniel Langhorne

After the mass shooting at the Route 91 Harvest festival in Las
Vegas, Orange County fire departments deployed support
counselors to help first-responders cope with the trauma they
had experienced.
Like members of many public safety agencies in Southern
California, current and retired employees of the Costa Mesa Fire
and Rescue Department attended the country music festival as
spectators. Some suffered from survivor’s guilt and trauma from
what they saw the night of Oct. 1.
Costa Mesa firefighter and paramedic Mike Ruhl was one of the
peer counselors who spoke with survivors, especially firefighters
and paramedics who otherwise may not have sought mental
health services.
Ruhl, a 31-year-old Mission Viejo resident, was recognized as
Costa Mesa Fire and Rescue’s Team Member of the Month in
November, partly because of his passion for identifying and
counseling firefighters and paramedics suffering from posttraumatic stress disorder or suicidal thoughts.
“Fortunately, I haven’t had anyone close to me go down that
path [suicide],” Ruhl said.
LINK
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 A few of our city VIPs enjoying MFR’s new engines. Congratulations to Jonathan Ingram for his appointment to
Mayor, and thank you Captain Norton for bringing these jems to the Council meeting

Kent tossing 83% of his body weight over his sholder 9 times!
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 Captain Joe Bourque, Engineer Eyman and FF/PMs Asbury, C. Anderson, and K. Lackey have
been assigned to the Thomas Fire: Santa Barbara County and Ventura Counties http://www.fire.ca.gov/current_incidents/incidentdetails/Index/1922 (photo credit: J. Bourque)
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Sikorsky S-58DT dropping new power poles
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Jenny Crane
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