RESPONSE DATA

So about 84 percent of the time, it’s true what Smokey the Bear says: Only
you can prevent wildfires.
That’s the number researchers attribute to human causes of the
conflagrations, the Press-Enterprise newspaper of Riverside, California
reported Sunday, citing a new study on the matter.
“Scientists analyzing fire data from 1992 to 2012 found that 84 percent of
all U.S. wildfires — but only 44 percent of the total acres burned — were
started by people, either by accident or on purpose,” the newspaper
explained. “And human-caused blazes have more than tripled the length of
the wildfire season from 46 days to 154 days, according to a study in
Monday’s journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.”
“People are moving more and more into natural wild areas and essentially
providing ignition for wildfires,” concluded study author Jennifer Balch, a
geography professor with the University of Colorado-Boulder specializing
in fire ecology.
Even so, Mother Nature is doing most of the actual damage. Humancaused wildfires amounted to only 44 percent of acreage burned as tallied
by the study, the Press-Enterprise noted.
The disparity between the cause of the fires and the damage inflicted
seems to be in line with historical trends and is fairly simple to explain.
As environmental data website EcoWest.org explained in a 2013 post,
“Lightning-sparked fires” tend to occur in remote areas and spread quickly
before they can be contained, while “human-caused fires start in
populated areas and are quickly controlled.”
By Ken Shepherd - The Washington Times - Monday, March 6, 2017 – Article HERE
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TRAINING DIVISION

Captain Sean DeGrave

EMS Coordinator, Jennifer Antonucci
EMS SKILLS TESTING

Sean is doing
awesome!

by Blair Bigham, MD, MSC, ACPF On Mar 20, 2017

You arrive at an apartment for a wellness check and find a 44-year-old man
unconscious on a kitchen floor. A quick look at the sink stirs waves of nausea:
Flies hover above mold-covered plates. The patient is prone, incontinent of
urine and has no obvious trauma. Vital signs are normal except for his
respiratory rate of 8 and his temperature of 35.4ºC (95.7ºF). His GCS is
E2V2M5, and his capillary glucose is normal. He has no focal neurologic
deficits, and his pupils are 2 mm = +. His ECG shows a sinus rhythm of 98 and
peaked T waves that are higher than the R wave. Empty bottles of
methadone are found nearby.
In this patient with an altered level of consciousness, our environmental
survey and physical exam reveal evidence suggestive of narcotic overdose
with a long-acting opiate. In addition to the central nervous system,
respiratory system and hemodynamic effects of opiates, this case presents an
additional challenge: a prolonged period of being on the floor without power.
In this case, providers should consider nontraumatic crush injury potentially
leading to rhabdomyolysis, acute kidney injury and hyperkalemia.
We've all heard of crush injury in patients pinned between a car and a brick
wall, but you don't need trauma to crush tissue. In patients who have
prolonged periods on hard surfaces, such as elderly people who fall and can't
get up and victims of stroke, alcohol toxicity and drug overdose, muscle
tissues can be crushed by the patient's own body weight. Decreased
circulation and direct compression can lead to breakdown of skeletal muscle
fibers, a condition called rhabdomyolysis. – MORE HERE
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On Mar. 19, 2017, Governor Edmund G.
Brown Jr. requested a Presidential
Major Disaster Declaration to aid with
repairs to the damaged Oroville Dam
spillway and to bolster state and local
recovery efforts following February
storms that caused major flooding,
levee breeches, the evacuation of
residents, power outages and extensive
damage to roads and bridges across
California. Click here for a link to the
Governor’s request and full text of the
emergency proclamation.

Governor Brown also issued two
emergency proclamations due to storms
in late January and February for 53
counties, which direct Caltrans to formally
request immediate assistance through the
Federal Highway Administration's
Emergency Relief Program. The
proclamations also direct the Office of
Emergency Services to provide assistance
to specified counties as a result of the late
January storms. Damage assessments for
the February storms and for the damaged
spillway at Oroville Dam are ongoing.

On Mar. 7, 2017, Governor Edmund G.
Brown Jr. requested a Presidential
Major Disaster Declaration to bolster
state and local recovery efforts
following late January storms that
caused major flooding, mudslides,
power outages and damage to critical
infrastructure across California.

On Jan. 23, 2017, Governor Edmund G.
Brown Jr. issued two emergency
proclamations to secure funding to help
communities respond to and recover from
severe winter storms that caused
flooding, mudslides, erosion, debris flow
and damage to roads and highways.

Noah “The Mechanic” Praytor

-MORE
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Captain Eric Ackerman

Firefighters and Alcohol: Who Will
Rescue the Heroes?
American Addiction Centers • April 21, 2014
In the last couple of years, leading firefighter magazines have begun
to address issues that, historically, have remained hidden behind the
firefighting brotherhood’s code of silence.
Among the many reasons for the silence is that these issues — such
as stress, PTSD, and alcohol abuse — are counter to the image
firefighters have in the community.
Out in the nation’s communities, “There’s such a high trust,” for
firefighters, says Chief Marc Revere, a 36-year firefighting veteran in
California. “We’re off the charts in the esteem our communities hold
for us.”
American Addiction Centers’ Mike Healy, a fire instructor with over
45 years in fire service, references a video on firefighter suicides as
he explains that a firefighter on his way to work can feel a little like
Clark Kent heading into his phone booth. “After a while,” Healy says,
“it’s hard to become Clark Kent again.”
In his August article on “Dealing With PTSD” in Firefighter Nation
Brian Meroney, a 20-year veteran at a Saginaw, TX, fire department,
compared firefighters to soldiers: “Firefighters are on the front lines
here in the states, defending and protecting every day, exposing
themselves to danger and seeing things most people can’t even
imagine. Firefighters are often exposed to traumatic events year
after year without any debriefing or counseling.”
Some of the most devastating scenes a firefighter can respond to
are the scene of a suicide, the death of a young person, or a fatal car
crash; the memories can stick with a firefighter for years, according
to a video made by South Metro Fire Rescue Authority (Denver).
And in all those years, it’s possible the firefighter may never
mention the traumatic memories to wife, husband, or fellow
firefighter.

Chanley, Norton and Stang visiting
Pierce to review progress on our new
Type 1 apparatus build

One way firefighters, especially younger ones, try to manage the
crushing stress of their profession is by adding alcohol to their
socialization. In the Denver Fire video, Battalion Chief Dan Mulroney
admitted, “We do have a culture of substance abuse, selfmedicating.” Drinking (like “gallows humor”) is accepted as a
fraternal or familial kind of “blowing off steam.”
- MORE

FIRE DISPATCH I 70-year Anniversary

Newlywed
caught changing
a diaper…

Editor’s pic of the Day.

Jen, Dave, and Dawn getting
interviewed at MMHS Career Day

Truck 1C & Engine 2C training.

Crews are starting to conduct walk-throughs of the
new Kaiser facility.

Casey needs more practice;
came up empty during the
Easter egg hunt

Julie Shannon took home the big prize as this year’s
APCO Dispatch Supervisor of the Year!!

…didn’t teach battery charging in the police academy…

