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Murrieta Fire Department (MFD)

= Frequently Asked Questions
Regarding MFD's new Paramedic Subscription Program

1. Why is this program being considered for Murrieta?

The revenue stream supporting the Murrieta Fire Department (MFD) has decreased by approximately
30% in the past few years. The MFD was formed prior to the incorporation of the City and has a
dedicated property tax charge. That charge is separate from the property tax that accrues to the City's
general fund and can only be used for the MFD.

Unfortunately, in Murrieta, because we had so many homes and businesses developed during the
"housing bubble", we have experienced a tremendous decline in property tax revenues, both to the
City's general fund and to the MFD. And because so many of those homes have gone through
foreclosure and re-sold at a fraction of their original price, it will be many years before we begin
receiving the same level of property tax revenue we did just 4 or 5 years ago. Because the City did not
incorporate until after Proposition 13, we do not receive any Proposition 172 funds. Similarly, because
we did not operate ambulances prior to 1980, we do not have 201 (transport) rights.

Both of those would have enabled the City and the Fire Department to generate sufficient revenues to
meet our needs. With these restrictions to reimburse our costs, we have had to reduce expenses
considerably. Our reductions have come largely at the expense of fire administration. We did this to
ensure that we kept as many suppression (firefighter/paramedics) personnel out in the community as
possible, so that we can continue to provide the highest possible level of service to the community.

Our Fire Department administrative staff consists of the Fire Chief, an analyst and a receptionist. We
have no Deputy Chief, no Division Chiefs and no Fire Marshal (the Fire Chief acts in that capacity). We
are now down nine administrative and operational positions from just two and a half years ago.

2. Why can't the Murrieta Fire Department live within its budget?

The MFD will live within its budget, we are required to by law. However, without this new program, we
will need to close one of our five fire stations in Murrieta.

3. Has "belt-tightening" at MFD already occurred?

We are now down nine personnel from just two and a half years ago. Additionally, our firefighters have
undergone two rounds of pay and benefits concessions. We have cut programs and reduced training - to
the tune of roughly $2,000,000 per year in total reductions. We are now "bare-bones." The next level
of belt-tightening will include fire personnel at fire stations. It would be irresponsible and dangerous to
public safety to resign towards reducing firefighters/paramedics.
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4. Will people hesitate to call 911 because of the fee and will this jeopardize lives?

Our research shows that other cities that have implemented similar programs saw no reduction in
emergency response call volume. Without this new program, the closure of fire stations would
jeopardize lives.

5. Why is Murrieta implementing a program like this?

This program is essential for maintaining our current level of service in our community.



